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the Church ; Grace and Gifts be multi- 


Den Beloved; | | on 
7 . HE ſubſtance of the Matter contain'd in this 


ſiderable Additions to what was then preached. There are 
three principal things which induc'd me to publiſh theſe my 
poor Labours in this ſad and careleſs day, wherein there js 
ſo little Proviſion made in the Churches of Chriſt for a 
future Miniſtry ;, and the firſt thing is this, That. the 
Churches which are the Schools of Chriſt may be ſtir d up 


them into their proper Exerciſe. 2, That all Paſtors and 
Teachers would look upon it as their Duty to inſtrut# thaſe 
Members who are moſt capable into the knowledg of 
Goſpel Myſteries: And (as Paul ſaid tts 


ful Men, who may be able to teach o 
bath given a good degree of ſpiritual Knowledg, would not 


always content themſelves to be only Hearers, but to ſtir 
up thoſe Gifts in an humble manner, and put them in uſe 
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ceeding and managing that Work, I have given ſome fem 
Pain Directions in this Book. And let ſuch ſeris 
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Book was deliver d at a Meeting deſigned for the 
promoting Spiritual Gifts in the Churches f 
Chriſt, but ſince that I have ſeen cauſe to make ſome con- 


thers alſo. My third end in making this publick is, That : 
the Members of Churches, eſpecially thoſe to whom God 


To the Churches of Chriſt, with all their 
_ Paſtors and Teachers, and others who 
have a promiſing Gift for the edifying 


plied Upon you, through the Kn owle dg 1 | 
of God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


to ſee what Spiritual Gifts God hath given them, and put 


Timothy) commit the ſame to faith- 2 Tim. S 


for the Churches Edification; and in order to a regular pro- 's 


ouſly con- 
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ider the Apoſile Paul's Reproof to the Church of the He- 
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"brews, who tells them, they had need be taught again the 


firſt Principles of the Oracles of God, even thoſe very 
Per ſons who for the time ought to have been Teachers | 
of others. Pray bear what the late Reverend Dr. Owen 
-ſaith to this place in his Exercitations on the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews. *©* The Apoſtle doth not only ſay that they had 
© enjoyed ſuch a time and ſeaſon of Inſtruction, as they | 


© might have been able to inſtruct others, but this be de- 


© clares as their Duty, Te ought to have been Teachers 
© of others, that is, publick Teachers in the Church: For | 
this word is not any where uſed (ſaith the Doctor) but | 

. for a publick Teacher, Preacher, or Inſtructor of Diſct- | 
. © © ples in the Knowledg of God. And this | 
ld dio x N © word Teachers is the word whereby the | 
. © Writers of the New Teſtament expreſs | 
Rabbi, which was the uſual Name of the publick Teachers 
f the Law among the Jews; and for the better under- 

© ſtanding of this Scripture, we muſt conſider the State 
© and Condition of the Church in thoſe days. Every 
Church was then a Seminary, wherein not only Proviſion 
was made for the preaching of the Goſpel in it ſelf, but 
for the calling, gathering, and teaching of other Churches 

* alſo: When therefore a Church was firſt planted by the 

_ © Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, it was for a while continued | 

© under their immediate Care and Inſpection, and then 


© uſually committed by them to the Miniſtry of ſome Evan- 


geliſt, who inſtructed the Churches more in the Myſteries | 
© of Religion; and in this State did they continue until 
. © ſome were found among themſelves to be made Overſeers | 
and Inſtructors of the reſt; and upon their Deceaſe | 
© others were to be calld and choſen from among them- 
© ſelves to the ſame Work by the Church and this courſe | 
continued inviolable- till the publick School at Alexan- 
© dria;, which became a Precedent to other places for a mixt 
| © Learning of Philoſophy and Religion, which after 4 
* while corrupted both, and at length the whole —_— : 
; i „„ 7H. 
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© tiles. From whence the Doctor obſerves theſe two things + 
1. That Churches are the Schools of Chriſt, wherein hs 
© Diſciples are trained up unto Perfection, every one ac- 
© cording to the Meaſure appointed for them, and their 


* ſhould know too much; many corrupt Luſts and Affe. 


and that the Lord would put his holy Spirit upon 
them. And the Doctor cloſes up all with this ſaying, 


. = © are 


tte Dees. $IY 
ſeif. And (ſaith be) out of the Churches went tboſe 
who were made uſe of ordinarily in the Propagation of 
the Goſpel , bence it was that when the Church of the | 
Hebrews was perſecuted not long after its firſt planting,  . 
the Members of it went up and down preaching the Word _. 

with great ſucceſs to the Jews firſt, and alſo to the Gen- 


© uſefulneſs in the Church. 2. He obſerves, that it is the 
© Duty of the Miniſters of the Goſpel to endeavour their 
© Hearers and Members increaſing in Knowledg, until 'J 
e they alſo are able to inſtruct others according to their Calls 
© and Opportunities, Ein 

« Some (ſaith he) it may be are apt to fear their Hearers 


ons may prompt them bereunto, which are all reſolwd 

© into Self, with reſpect to Profit and Reputation : and this 
© bath proceeded ſo far in the Degeneracy of the Church of 

© Rome, as to produce the Commendation of blind Obe- | 
* dience, and Ignorance as the Mother of Devotion, and > 
it is well if no other are tainted with the ſame Diſeaſe; 
© nay even good Men bad need to watch againſt Diſcom 
* poſures of Mind, when they find ſome like David, wiſer 
than their Teachers in the things of God. Joſhua hmm. 
* ſelf was earneſt with Moſes to forbid Eldadꝰs and Me. 
* dad's propheſying in the Camp, out of no good frame, NI 
© as 15 mg by the Reply of Moſes, Envieſt thou for my i 
* ſake ? and this occaſion d the Prayer of the holy Man, 2" 
Would God all the Lord's People were Prophets, | 


adn x" 


* To a faithful, Miniſter there is no greater Crown, or cauſe 
© of Rejoycing, than when be can be inſtrumental to carry 
* any of his Hearers unto Perfection, as that their Gifts 
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© are accompanied with Humility and Holineſs. 


Pray ſee further what he ſaith upon the third Chapter of 


tre Hebrews and the thirteenth Verſe, and the tenth 
Chapter and the 24th and 25th Yerſes. © It is the Duty 
f Members to exhort, intreat, beſeech, and comfort one 


another The Perſons concerned in the Exhortation are 


© any of you, any among you, any of your Society that it 
© engag*d in the ſame Profeſſion with you, and are Par- 
© takers of tbe ſame Privileges, any of you believing He- 
« brews; and here the Apoſtle extends his Direction to 
© mutual Watchfulneſs, and Exhortation unto all, even un. 
© ro the meaneſt of the Church. This Duty of Exhorta. 
© tion is incumbent on ſome by virtue of eſpecial Office, 
© and the other by virtue of eſpecial Love; and thts is that 
© which is mutual among Believers, founded in their com- 
mon Intcreſt. There are ſeveral Duties belonging to this 
Head of Exhortation, informing thoſe who are ignorant 
© of the Truth; ſo dealt Aquila and Priſcilla with Apol- 
los, &'c. And on the tenth Chapter, ſpeaking of the 
Saints exhorting one another, Theſe Duties ( ſaith he) 
© are now generally loſt among us, and with them 1s the 
© Glory of the Chriſtian Religion departed. And the Doctor, 
to ſhew hom he was affected with the decay of theſe Duties, 
mentions this over and over, © This was the Practice of 


the Chriſtians of old, but is now generally loſt, with moſt 


© of the Principles of Practical Obedience. And again be 
adds to the ſame purpoſe, * This Duty is never the more 
inconſiderable, becauſe the Practice of it is almoſt gone 
© out of the Morld. | 
Unto this I ſhall add a hat another worthy Perſon ſaith 


uon the ſame SFubjeck. A Church of Chriſt (ſaith he) 


is not altogether deſtitute of the Means of Edification, 
* even before they bave choſen and ordain'd Officers among 
© themſelves. But by virtue of the Church-Relation the 


 * Brethren ſtand in one towards another, tis their Privi- 


* lege to exerciſe and diſpenſe the Word of God for mutual 
© Edification. As every one (i. e. am one) bath 25 
La a TE © ceived 
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T 
ceived the Gift, 1 Pet. 4. 10, 11. and to miniſter the 
ſame one to another; and, if called by the Church, to 
ſpeak as the Oracles of God. And to juſtify this 
practice we haue many Paſſages in Scripture ; Mal.3.16: 
They that feared the Lord ſpake often one to ano- 
ther. Heb. 10. 25. Forſake not the aſlembling your 
ſelves together, but exhort one another. MH-:b.5.12, 
Ye ought to have been Teachers, 1 Cor. 14. 31. 
You may all propheſy, that all may learn. Aud 
v. 39. Cover to propheſy. 1 Theſj.5.11. Edify one 

© another. Heb. 3. 1 3. Exhort one another. Col. 3. 16. 
Teaching and admoniſhing one another. Jude 20. 


The Dedication. ol 


„Build up your ſelves in your moſt holy Faith. 


Ads 18. 24, 26. Apollos was no Officer, nor Aquila 
© and Priſcilla in Orders, as the Language now is. 
phil. 1. 14. Many Brethren ſpake the Word with- 
© ont fear. From theſe and many other Texts of Scrip- 
$ ture, *tis manifeſt that this Primitive PratFice was not 
© to reſtrain the means of Edification, nor make Teaching 
© and Inſtruction peculiar to Office; but the Privilege of 
© all that God bath enabled, and Providence called to ex 
6 erciſe. Nor can the uſual! Objeition import any thing 
© againſt ſo many plain Scriptures, viz. That thoſe In- 


( fances were all extraordinary; for it was the Doctrine 
and Practice in the ſetled and eſtabliſwd Churches of 


© Chriſt, and nothing contrary to any Divine Inſtitution; 
© but the Reaſon and Uſefulneſs of it continues fixed and 
© permanent, But tho all gifted Brethren ( duly qualified 
* with Miniſterial Gifts of Learning and Uiterance, 
© called by the Providence of God, and appointed by any 
© Church and People of God to preach and teach) may 
* lawfully and warrantably do it; yet this liberty doth no 
more make void the uſe and neceſſity of ſetied and tand- 
ing Officers in partioulay Churches, than.any good Man's 


= © cave of the Poor makes void the Office of Deacons ;, for 


* is not ſaid that any private Member muſt preach ex 
*dono, or obtvude themiſetaes without 4 Call, or preach 


© ordi- 
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8 Tb be Dedjcatio, 
_ © ordinarily, and in a fixed ſtated way, if be be not choſen 
© and ordained by the Church, for the Spirit of the Pro. 
< phets is ſubject to the Prophets, i. e. to the Church, 
tz. Rer. 1. 16. 1 Cor. 5. 12: a6 
© therefore in this matter we ought to magnify the bountifu 
© Care of Almighty God, for the Proviſions be bath made 
© for his Churches, in that he would not leave them to the 
© uncertainty of a general Obligation, leſt there might 
© be ſome neglect in thoſe Adminiſtrations, but bath inſti- 
© tuted and appointed that in bis Churches there ſhould be 
© ſettled ſtanding Officers, whoſe ſtated Work, Duty and 
© Buſineſs is to teach and exhort, take care and feed thoſe 
© particular Churches to whom they are made Overſeers, | 
© and to them, and amongſt them (ex officio) to ad. 
© miniſter all the Ordinances of Chriſt. And we join with i. 
this good Man in bleſſing God for a ſtated Miniſtry, 
and that it is not with us as before the Law, as Dr. Owen 
ſaith in his Book intituled, Paſtor and People; to mf 
truly it ſeems evident there was no determinate Miniſte 
of Divine Worſhip before the Law, but the chief Men 
among the Servants of God did every one in their own Fami- 
lies with their Neighbours adjoyning, perform thoſe thing! 
which they knew to be required by the Light of Nature, 
Tradition, or Special Revelation, inſtructing their Chil 
_ dren and Servants, as Abraham did, concerning the Good. 
neſs of God, and concerning Sin by the Fall of Adam, 
the uſe of Sacrificing, and the promiſed Seed, which wa 
the Sum of their Religion. 55 
And becauſe there bath been a great Controverſy in th 
Church, whether none but ordain'd Officers may preach, 
whether ſome Men who are not ordain d Officers, who haut 
preaching Gifts and Graces, and are apt to teach, ma 
_ ordinarily exerciſe thoſe Gifts in publick Aſſemblies, tho 
| they be not ordain'd Officers: The latter of theſe we aſſen 
with thoſe three worthy Miniſters, Mr. Martin, Ar. Pet- 
to, Mr. Woodal in their Anſwer to two Books, the firf 
called, Jus Divinum Miniſterii Evangelici, by the Pro- 
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incial Aſſembiy of L Warn the, ſecond Vindiciæ Mi- 
Wifterii Evangelici, by Dr. John Collins of Norwich. 
4 tho I earneſtly deſire my Reader to read and con- 


110 Ker that Book, cal d, The Preacher ſent, where the 
ful Whole Controverſy is handled largely and plainly; yet! 
ad: Wink it not amiſs juſt to name thoſe ſeveral Scripture 


tie Arguments they bring to prove that thoſe who are taught of 
gtd, and through a Gift are apt to teach, 8 publickly 
ſti· 7 exerciſe it when call d by the Church. : 
le The firſt Argument they bring, is from the Anteceda- 
nd :couſneſs of Election to Ordination. Election ought by 
oſe WF. Goſpel-order to precede Ordination of Officers: A knowled ag 
rs, FE of ſutable Qualifications is prerequir'd unto. a Church's* 
10. chooſing of Deacons, Acts 6.3. much more is it neceſſary 


6 of and feed their Souls, A Church cannot in Faith elect 
© or chooſe a Man, and commit their Souls to his Charge, 
© if they baue not grounds to perſwade them that he is 
' gifted and qualified as Chriſt requireth Officers ſhould be, 
*1 Tim. 3. 1, 2, @c. and a little time will not diſcover 
* theſe Gifts, therefore an ordinary preaching is prerequi- 
0 Lite to Election. And ſo if Election muſt go before Ordi- 
* nation, then it neceſſarily follows, that ſome Men not 
© ordained may preach. The Church choſe Stephen, and 
* the reſt of the Deacons firſt, and afterwards the Apo-' 
* ſtles laid their Hands on them with Prayer; ſo that 
* it appears that the Church chooſeth Perſons before they are 
* ordain'd to Office, and they ought not to chooſe them be- 
fore they have a ſufficient Proof of their Abilities, which 
a ſhort time will not diſcover. | 
Their ſecond Argument is from Goſpel Commands, and 
this they found on © Heb. 10. 25. Exhorting one ano- 
© ther. Hieb. 3.13. But exhort one another daily. 
s 1 Pet. 4. 10,11. As every Man hath received the Gift, 
* even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, as 
© Stewards of the manifold Grace of God. If any 
, a ſpeak, let him * the Oracles of 1 
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to a Church's chooſin ing one to a higber Office, to take care 


The Dedication. 
it any Man miniſter, let him do it as of the Ability 
© which God giveth; that God in all things may be 
* glorified through Jeſus Chriſt. This they call a Di. 
vine Command, and this cannot be meant of giving Alms, 
becauſe it 15 added, If any Man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as 
the Oracles of God, and this is to be done by every one 
who hath received the Gift. | 
The third Argument is from Goſpel- Promiſe. To Mat. 
25. 29. For unto every one that hath ſhall be given, 
Ny af he ſhail have abundance. Here is a Promiſe, Hes 
chat hath; that is, if he uſes, exerciſeth, and improveth 
* what Gifts he bath: To him ſhall be given, that 15, 
© be ſhall 3 increaſe his Gifts, his Labour ſhall be followed 
* nith a Divine Bleſſing, when the Talent is taken away 
. * from him that hid it. We reſtrain not theſe Gifts to 
© preaching Gifts, it is enough that theſe are included ; 
© neither do we ſay that every Chriſtian cught publickly to 
* preach. Many have not the Talent of preaching Gifts, 
but whoſoever hath, it is bis Duty to improve in an or- 
© derly way. 
ye fourth Argument is from Goſpel- Precedents or Ex- 
amples The firſt they urge is from Apollos, Ads 18, 
24 28. And a certain [ew named Apollos, born at 
© Alexandria, an eloquent Man, and mighty in the 
_ ©- Scriptures, came to Epheſus. This Man was in- 
ſtructed in the way of the Lord; and being fer- 
© vent in Spirit, he ſpake and taught diligently the 
© things of the Lord, knowing only the Baptiſm of 
4 John. And he began to ſpeak boldly in the Syna- 
t gogue: And he mightily convinced the Jews, and 
that publickly, ſhewing by the Scriptures, that Jeſus 
was the Chriſt. Jt is not probable that Apollos was un 
* ordain'd Officer, becauſe it is ſaid he knew only. the Bap- 
© tif of John, and the Baptiſm of John ſpake. nothing” 
* of © the Ordination of Officers; neither is it likely that” 
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de had an extraordinary Call Let bim prove it that <4 


1 32 aſſert it : The Text ſpigheſh: nut of. any: thing iex-" & 
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trardinary. A Man may be Eloquent, and mighty in 


the Lord more perfectly, ſtrongly argues that be 


Example for gifted- Mens preaching, tho not ordain'd, is 
from the preaching of the ſcatter'd Saints, Ad, 8. 1. 


t. At that time there was a great Perſecution againſt - 


1, WF the Church which was at Jeruſalem, and they were 
oe WE all ſcattered abroad, throughout the Regions of Ju- 
b dea and Samaria, except the Apoſtles. Ver. 4. There- 
„fore they that were ſcatter d abroad went every 
d FF where preaching the Word. A&s 11. 19, 20, 21: 
And the hand of the Lord was with them; and 
0 
7 
0 
7 


a great number believed, and turned unto the 


Lord. From whence they obſerve that the ſcattered Saints 
preach'd publickly. Acts 8.4. They went every where 


Allowance in this their Preaching ; it is ſaid, The hand 
of the Lord was with them, and a great number be- 


were many of them indeed unordained, this may appear 
from Acts 8.1,4. The Perſons who preached are ſaid td 
be the ſcatter*d Saints; and who are ſcatterꝰd is declar d 
v. 1, There was a great Perſecution againſt the 
© Church: for if we ask the Queſtion, Who were all 
ſcatter'd abroad? The Anſwer muſt be, The Church 
at Feruſalem, and theſe went every where preaching. 
The Apoſtles who were the chief Officers were not ſcattered ;, 
for it is ſaid, They were all ſcatter'd abroad ex- 
cept -the-aApedilies.. : s.. > 
Tbeir fifth Argument is taken from Goſpel- Rules about 
Propheſying. All that are Prophets may publickly preach; 
* 15 proved from 1 Cor.14.29-. Let the Prophets ſpea 


. 
8 


an univerſal Liberty given: to all the Prophets to exerciſe 
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The Dedication. 11 


the Scriptures without extraordinary Gifts; and his be- 
ing inſtructed by Aquila and Priſcilla in the way of 


was not extraordinarily gifted. Their ſecond Scripture- 


preaching the Word. 2dly. That they had Divine 


tlieved. 3dly. That theſe ſcatter'd Saints who preached 


(7.31. For ye may all-propheſy one by one. Here is | 


12 The Dedication. 

therefore the whole Church be come together in ons 
* place. V. 24. But if all propheſy. This propbeſying 
therefore was publickly in a Church- Meeting : And not oni 
ſome, but all the Prophets have a liberty of propheſying © For 
ye may all propheſy one by one. Me do not jay tha 
(All) hath reference to every Member of the Church of MC 
© Corinth, as if all the People of the Church might propbeſy Mo 
* whether they had the Gift or no; but tis granted only to then 
who had that Gift. The word Propheſying is not limited 
* to that which is extraordinary. Some are called in Scripture. 
_ © ſenſe Prophets by way of reſemblance, who do not foretel| 
things to come; if they have a Gift of Scripture-Interpreta- 
© tion or Expoſition, they may be call d Prophets by way of re. 
* ſemblance, as the Scripture in general, and the Goſpel in 
© ſpecial is calld a Word of Prophecy, 2 Pet. 1.19, 


© borts the Church at Corinth to deſire and covet to pro- 
© pheſy, we are not to underſtand it as an Office to the 
Church, as if they might all deſire Offices; but to covet 
(to propheſy, is to deſire a Gift from God to expound 
© aud interpret the Scripture to the Churches Edification. 
Now our Brethren of the Congregational. way being ſo 
found in their Judgment about this Point, it is greatly 
deſired that their Principle and Practice did better harmo- 
nixe : For I do not think that three Inſtances: of thoſe 
Churches throughout London can be given, who bave for 
theſe laſt thirty years paſt made choice of any for Paſtors, 
bat ſuch as have had Human Learning; and there bath 
| been too great a ſlight put upon ſach as bad it not, -tho'no 
way mnferiour in ſpiritual Gifts and Giaces for 'the 
_ Churches Edification : and Tow inclin d to OY 


© 20,21. yet a great part of the Scripture doth not contain 4 

£ Predittions of future Events. Prophecy is ſaid by the 
* Apoſtle to conſiſt in Exhortation, 1 Cor.14.3. He that / 

_ © propheſieth, ſpeaketh unto Men to Edification, and 4 
© Exhortation, and Comfort. Nom the word Exhorta . 

© tion /ignifies a ſtirring up to Duty, and for beſeeching, il ' 
intreating and comforting. So when the Apoſtle Paul ex- 
[ 

{ 
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orth thoſe from among tbemſelves, who may be as uſeful 
vs any they can find abroad. Thoſe words 
piour are found true by daily Experience, © © 
No Prophet is accepted in his own Tube 4. 24. 
Country. O that Churches and Miniſkers © 
would conſider the loud Call of Neceſſity to ſtir them up 
to this Primitive Practice! Suppoſe that God ſhould take 
away but a few Miniſters out of ſome Churches in the 


ete¶ ordinarily in Exerciſe, what a loſs might ſuch” be at in 


ta. an Eye of Reaſon * Therefore it is greatly deſired, and 


rt. would be a very glorious Work, if all the Elders of the 
| in Churches in every City in England would not only be 
19 concern in their own particular Congregations for a future 


ain Ainiſtry, but that the ſeveral Elders would ſet apart 


the ſome time every Week for the inſtructing young Men, 
Members of Churches, inclin'd to Divine Studies; 
and ſo in the Country where two or three Churches are 


meet once a Month, or oftner, to hear the Gifts that God 
hath given their Churches. © And that their Gifts might be 


and then to ſee what Gifts they bave for opening the 
Word of God; and this to be done to the end that ſome 
may be able to teach others alſo, when we put off this 
Eartbly Tabernacle. But ſome will be ready | 

to ſay, God will take care of his Fer. 3. 15. 
Churches, and give them Paſtors after | 

his own Heart. But this is no thanks to the Churches who 
are negligent of their Duty in this reſpect. We argue 
with a great deal more Judgment about the Concerns of 


þ provide for our ſelves and Families : That 1s true, but 
we do not ordinarily neglect the lawful means conducing 
to that end. The Husbandman hopes for a good Crop 
1 
ö 


in Summer, but ſtill it is in the uſe of Means, be 


ought 
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City of London, where there is but one Gift in a Church 


not far aſunder, that all their Elders would agree ta 


diſcover*d, they ought firſt of all to be put upon Prayer, 


our Bodies, we ſay it is our Duty to truſt in God to 


* \ 
. 8 r 
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ougbt to plough and ſow bis Seed, and a 

8 Miracle, but do bis 1 and leave tbe Bleſſing 
with God: Thus ſhould we do in the Concerns of ou 
Souls, and the Churches of Chriſt. This Work is not 
defign'd for thoſe who have no need of this Counſel, 
but for ſuch as haue; but yet it may ſerve as a Spur 
to ſtir up ſome more able to give further and better 
Directions in ſo great a Work and if any thing 
bere mentioned 4 — tend to the Profit of any, that God 
alone may bave all the Glory, is the hearty Deſire of your 
fncere Brother in the Bonds of the Goſpel, 


H. C. EY 


INTRO- 


N 
INTRODUCTION. 


E read in the Books of the Kings in ſe- 
veral places of the Schools of the Pro- 
puhets, and the Sons of the Prophets, 
rho were inſtructed by thoſe called 
athers, or Seers, ſuch as Samuel, Eli= 2 King a. 3, 5. 
ah and Elifha : tis not probable that * FT ; 
hey taught them any Languages, for 1 Sam. 10. 22; 
here was no need of that, becauſe 
od's Revelations to them were in their own Na- 
ive Tongue ; neither could they give them the holy 


Spirit, that being God's Prerogative alone; but tis 


3 WY TT Ye” 8 Ia 2 


quent reading the Oracles of God, and meditating 
herein day and night, with Prayer to the Almighty: 
and this was done, to make them the more fit for 


niſtry and Miracles of Elijah and Eliſha. | 
From the Conſideration of theſe things aforeſaid, 
and the little Care that Churches take for a future 


Miniſtry, I have been ſtir'd up to caſt in my Mite into 


the Treaſury of Divine Counſel, hoping it may be 


of ſome uſe to thoſe young Perſons whoſe Hearts 


God hath inclin'd to the Miniſtry of the Word : 
And if my Heart do not deceive me, my Ends are 


purely the Enlargement and Perfection of the King- 


dom-of Chriſt. - | 3 
That Scripture which I ſhall Iay for the Foundation 
of my Diſcourſe, is 55 2 


1 


very likely the aged Prophets did declare their Pro- 
phecies which they had from Jehovab, and open d 
and explain'd the Law to them, and put them upon 
exerciſing themſelves in holy Studies, with a fre- 


Prophetick Revelation. Theſe Sons of the Prophets 
were very many, and probably increaſed by the Mi- 


P A #3 a of © * 4 4 ; 
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1 Sermon for 1 he Improvement 


2 Tim. ii. 16. 


Study to ſhew thy ſelf approved unto God, a * 1 
man that needeth not to be aſbamed, righth 


9 POT the . ord of Truth. 


7. HE Penman of this Epiſtle you ; fol was the 
Apoſtle Pau}, he was the Writer, but the 


Spirit the Inditer. Paul that was once «lf 
t e is now become a great Preacher, Gal. 1. 23. 
He that once ſought the Churches Deſtruction, is be. 
come a Labourer in order to the Churches Salvation. 
2dly. As to the time when this Epiſtle was written, 
it was but a little before Pauls Death, who waz 
beheaded under Nero Emperor of Rome; and this 
collect from this Epiſtle, where he ſaith, I am nom reach 
1 to be offered, and the time of my departum 
2 Tim. 4. 6. it 4 band: and ſo it is thought to be oneff 
of his laſt Epiſtles. 
3a4iy. The occaſion of this Epiſtle is this. The 
Apoſtle having left Timothy at Epheſus to take care 
of the Church there, 75 mothy with the 
x Tim. 1. 3. reſt of the Elders wept very ſore upon 
a Ie 3 Paus departure; and Pau! ſuppoſing that 
2 6: 4. Timothy had heard of his Sufferings at 
Rome, which might _ an additional 
Sorrow to him, "thoug ht therefore by this Epiſtle 
to eſtabliſh and — him both againſt the A 
' Mes Sufferings and Martyrdom approaching, as alſo 
againſt all the Preſſures and Perſecutions of the 
Cuurch. 5 
* 4tbly. The ſcope of this Epiſtle is more imme- 
diate in reference to Timothy, whom Paul exhorts 
Ti 53 to Courage and Conſtancy in his Miniſte- 
Tir. 13. rial Office; but it concerns all Miniſters 
in their Miniſterial Calling to be en and diligent 
in 
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7 their Work in the worſt of times, and with 
ſrohippus, to take heed to their Miniſtry 831 

hich they have received in the Lord. 4: 17: 
hat they fulfil it, and to cantion' the Church againſt 
vil Men and Seducers. 

2. As for the Coherence of the Text, it ſeems to 
are reference immediately to the verſe before, 
here the Apoſtle fignifies that there were ſome 
n that day, That ſtrove about words to no 


Now as if Paul ſhould ſay to Timothy, That thou 
mayeſt be of advantage to thy Hearers, and deli- 
vered from that Error of ſubverting any, but eſta- 
bliſhing them in the Truth, Do thou ftudy' to ſhew th 
ef a good Workman, approv'd of God, &c. 

3. By way of Diviſion : We conſider thoſe words 
are an Exhortation. (1,) The Duty exhorted unto 
s Study. (2.) The End and Deſign of it is, that he 


as a good Workman, right yy dividing the Word of 


follows it; all ſuch will be delivered from Shame, 
eff and gain Honour and a holy Boldneſs in the Faith: 


for there is a Figure in the Text, where there is 


oil more intended than expreſſed. The Scripture ſpeaks 
after the ſame flafner in ſeveral 2 as where it 
is aid, be will not break the bruiſed goed; that is, he 
eb Krengrhen the Soul under all its Temptations 
. We ſhalt now raiſe ſome: Obſervations, which 
are * and ! in the words. * 


Do. r. That Study i an Ordintinct of God. £ 
Doct. 2. That the FJoriptures of Truth art the a 63. 1 


Faundution of 4 nies Stuy. % % L 16.9. 


Dot, 3 Mens great Deſign and Enn in duch ſhould not 
be ro g AAens Ennis and Applauſe by" 
Speech; bus albu all to pliaſt God, ani win Souls. 
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profit, but to the ſubverſion of the Hearers. rim. 2.14. 


way approve himſelf to God, and to all good Men, 
Truth. And then we have; (3.) The Advantage that 


qunint and eio- 
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18 CA Sermon for the Improvement 
Doct. 4. Thoſe that ſtudy ſo as to approve themſelves 
God their Aber and rightly divide the Word 1 
Truth, will be delivered from all Shame, and rath; 
gain themſelves Honour and holy Boldneſs. © 
DSA. 5- All Perſons who will undertake to preach wit 
out Study, are not like to approve themſelves to Gy 
their Maſter,” nor rightly divide the Mord of Truth 
bur rather expoſe themſelves and the C auſe of God i 
their hands t5 Shame and Contempt. | 


Now I ſhall ſum up all into one Doctrine. 


DoR. That it is the Duty of every Goſpel- Miniſter. 706 
1 as they may approve themſelves to God 5, and 
divide the Word: of Truth, that they may not | 

1 | aſhamed, but rather bave the Honour that dt 
that calling. | EIS Ik 


In ſpeaking to o this . 1 ſhall oſe this N 
dad. 1ſt. 1 ſhall explain the Point. 2diy. Lay dow 
one Propoſition. 3dly. Shew who are good Work 
men. Aathly. Give the Reaſons why they ſhould { 
| ſtudy. Stb. Improve the Doctrine. 


Ef” By way of Explanation.” When the Apoſth 
faith rightly dividing the Word of Ti ruth, you mull? 
know it is a Metaphorical Ex preſſion, a borrowel 
Saying, whether it be from the Prieſt*s cutting tb. 
_  Sacrifices, ſo as all had their proper ſhares 
Pool. or from the Parents dividing the Diſh amongfl 
_ _.- fevera] Children; or from the Carpenter 
who divides his Timber by a right Line: The wor 
imports thus much, that Miniſters ſhould ſo divide 
the Word of Truth, as to give every one their du 
3 Portion, It is propheſied of it, / 
85 50. Lord bath given me the Tongue of tbe Learne 
that I ſhould know bow to ſpeak a — in . rol 
2125 4s. 97985 N one 5 muſt have his k io 
* ol 
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5 of Miniſterial Gifts. „„ 
You muſt ſeek the Sinner's Converſion, the ignorant 
Man's Inſtruction. The good Shepherd will ſcek that 
which is loſt, raiſe them that are fallen, and bind up 
the broken in Heart with God's ſweet Promiſes, and la- 
hour to bring them to the Fold that have been driven 
away, heal and ſtrengthen thoſe that are ſick. Thus 
every one is to have his Portion rightly 
divided to him. In a word, ſome mult. Ek 34-45 
be fed with Mill, ſome with ſtrong Alrat. fleb. 5. 12 
Food fot ftrong Men, and Milk 755 Babes. — 


II. The ſecond G Head is to lay down one 
propoſition, which is this; | 
That it's God alone by the Inſpiration of his hol y 
Spirit can make Men able Miniſters of the New Te- 


who ſaid unto him, I have appear d unto 
bee for this purpoſe, to make thee a Miniſter cb 26.15, 
and a Witneſs both of thoſe things thou haſt ſeen, and in 
thoſe things in which 1 will appear unto thee, And this 
St. Paul acknowledgeth, when he ſaith, _ __ 
hriſt hath made us able Miniſters of the New Cor. 3.6. 
nent. And tho it be granted that human Lite- 
rature is very uſeful for a Miniſter, yet it is not 
ſſeatially neceſſary; but to have the Spirit of Chriſt 
o open the Word of Chriſt is eſſentially neceſlary : 
or altho it is poſlible to make an exact Tranſlation . 
f the Scriptures out of many learned Languages, 
ind give an exact Grammatical Conſtruction of the 
ame, yet if this Man be void of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
e cannot know or underſtand: the Myſteries con- 
and in God's Word. Every rational Man will ac- 
nowledg the truth of that Sentence of the Apoſtle | 
Paul, As no Man knoweth the things: of 'a + 200. 
an, ſave the Spirit of a Man within bim; 15. 11. | 
ven ſo the things of God knoweth no Man but the Spirit 
5 cod. This puts me in mind of a Saying of a 
tifAGD C : 2 | worthy 


ſtament: This is proved by Chriſt's words to paul, 


20 A Sermon for the Improvement 
worthy Miniſter at a Perſon's Ordination above four 
and twenty years ago; Tho I underſtood Latin and 
Greek, Philoſophy, Logick and Rhetorick, &c, yet 
before Converſion } was as ignorant of Chriſt as a | 


* 


wild Aſs's Colt. 


III. We ſhall labour to ſhew you who are good 
Workmen. JC 
1. A good Workman will lay a good Foundation 
fr his Superſtructure. St. Paul ſaith, As 
ee, wiſe Maſter- builder I haue laid the Foun- 
dation, which was Chriſt alone, and no other Foundation 
can any one lay for the Salvation of immortal Souls. 

All others that build upon any thing but him, are 
CS ns fooliſh: Builders, and build upon the Sand; 
2 1+222*/* and when the Storms ariſe, the Houſe falls; Har 
and great will be the Fall of any that fall into Hell 
for want of building upon Chriſt their Foundation; It. 
1 Cor. 2. 2. for they only are truly wiſe: that build Wo 
their Happineſs upon Chriſt crucified. 1 
Mat. 16. 18. This is that Rock upon which whoſoever if 
T- builds, the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail * 
againſt him; that is, the Rage, Malice, and Power of il © 
the Devil's Kingdom, „ y049-195 FH 251557 

2. Such are good Workmen in the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel who build a good Structure upon this 
18 ys good Foundation; that is, Gold, Siluer, 

or. 3.12. „. "EO | 5 3 4 | 

previous Stones, not Wood, Hay, and Stubble - 
We muſt take care that we do mot build upon this 
Foundation bad Works, and an evil Life, and ſay 
Chriſt is our Foundation; neither muſt we build up- 
on it uuſound Doctrine, nor ſtuff our preaching with 
Human Art, Rhetorical« Ornaments, Philoſophical 
Queſtions or Reaſons, for that is all Wood, Hay, 
and stubble, and muſt be burnt eee 
„ continde to preach the pure, divine, 
Piat · ſound, and Pie Dectring of. the 


| Goſpel, 
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of Miniſterial G. „„ 
-oſpel, in:a way conformable to the Subſtance of it, 
ad build upon it a good Life, which is like Gold, 
Silver and precious Stones that will abide the Trial. 
3. A good Workman in the Goſpel lays his Work 
well together, or elſe it wants that Profit and Beauty ; 
hat otherwiſe it would have; our Diſcourſes ſHould 
ang as it were in a Link or Chain. T hus it is in all 
zur Saviour's Sermons, and Paul's Epiſt les; there is a 
vonder ful Coherence and Dependance of one thing 
upon another. When we name a Text we ſhould 
not take our farewel of it, as too many do, and not 
return to it again in our whole Diſcourſe; but we 
ould: cloſely: follow the Scope and Deſign of the 
Spirit of God in that Text, with that Order and 
Connexion of: the Parts, that it may look: beautiful 
and prove profitable. | 
4. He is a good Workman in the things of God; 
that uſes proper ways and means to prove a Theme 
or Propoſition by. A Carpenter hath his proper 
Tools to do his Work withal; he doth not take a 
Mallet when he wants 4. Chizei, nor a Saw when he 
wants a Hammer, but uſes ſuch proper Tools as will 
effectually do his Work: As for Example, ſuppoſe- 
your Propoſition - was this, That it is thei Duvy- of 
every Man to love and praiſe: God. Nom to prove 
this, we argue as King David did, from our Creation: 
The Lord is our Maker, led us therefore. worſllip and bow 
down before bim Becauſe he bath made us, s 
we.ſhould.entor: into his Gates with 7 222 Peng; 7. 
giuing, an into his Courts with Praiſe: © 4 
(2.) We ought to love and honour God ſuperlative- 
ly, becauſe - this: was the great End of our-Greation : 1 
Cod halh/ made all things (faith. Solomon) 1 
for. bimſelf, The. four tony Elders a. Eos reg, 
knowledp that God is worthy to receive" alk» om 
Glory,” Honour, and Power, becauſe beicreated - all things... 
(3 ” We not only- ""_ from the Author” N 
eing, 


Souls? 


ter: He is moſt accepted that brings the beſt Bread 


half an hour to the profit of their Hearers, than 
others can in a whole hour. As ſome Perſons do 


dependance upon God for a Bleſſing. 


among Jewels and precious Stones, ought to be ve- 
ry knowing of their buſineſs. A Miniſter's Work is 
a great Work, a holy Work, a heavenly Work. 


22 A Sermon for the 8 
Being, and the End of our Being, but from the f 


leſſer to the greater: As if it be the L Duty of Chit. 

dren to honour their Parents, and the Duty of Sub- 
jects to honour their Prince; how much more is it 
the Duty of a Creature to -honour its Creator? 
Again, If Men will beſtow any Pains and Coſt to pre- 

vent Sickneſs and Death on their Bodies, how much 
more ſhould we labour after the Salvation of our 


We count Them good workmen that do their 
Work well, and a great deal too. Indeed there are 
ſome very good Workmen that do their Work well, 
but doa very little. Others again may ſpeak a great 
many Words in a Sermon, who have but little Mat- 


and a full Meal. Some can deliver more Matter in 


their Work ſo bad as makes Cane almoſt ſick to ſee 
it, ſo ſome may preach as to make the Hearers ſick to 
hear it : And yet ſome are ſo conceited of their own 
Abilities, that there is no room for Inſtruction. To 
be ſure this is true, he doth the beſt Work and the 
moſt Work, that labours moſt: in his Study, with 2 


. The Reaſons of the Point, in which 1 ſhall be 


very brief. 
1. We ſhould ſtudy to be: good Workmen, becauſe 


our Work is of the higheſt; nature, Men that work 


Hence the Apoſtle faith, Who is ſufficient 
2 Cor. a. 16. for theſe things ? O how great a Work is 


this! What Man, what Angel is ſufficient to preach | 


the In as * ought; to preach it! You work) 
or 


1 


or the higheſt End, the Glory of God, hy the good 
f immortal Souls; you are for the beating down of 
he Kingdom of the Devil, and. enlarging and ex- 
ting Chriſt's Kingdom: and he that win- 
rb Souls (ſaith Solomon) is wiſe; that is, 

e that draweth them to God, and to the 2 
ove of him, ſweetly gaineth and maketh, Diodate. 

holy Conqueſt of them to Jebovab,. . 

2. We ſhould. ſtudy: to be good Workmen,. be- 
auſe you will be the better able to give a Sd ac- 
ount to your Maſter, an Account with Joy 
and not with Grief, having been Faithful Heb. 13 17. 
atchmen over your Flocks. Pau bold. 

y declares it, that he was. clear from the ' As 20. 27, 


Prov. 1 11. 30. 


t. WW5jcod ef all Men, and had not unn d ro. 28. 
" declare the whole Counſel of Ged; and it is 


hemſclves, and to all the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt 
bad made them Overſeers. And in ſo doing there may 
de expected an approving of God, and a Ma 

Vell done good and faithful Servant, enter . 25 23 


appineſs. | 


V. The Uſe and. 3 iT EL 
1. By way of Information. If it be the Duty 


od aright, then we fairly and naturally infer, that 


may eaſily perceive from the Pulpic whether the Man 
hath wrought hard at his Study the week before, or 
not. We may ſay of Sermons as ſome do of pieces 
of Work amongſt Men: We ſay of ſome Work, 
there is no Labour, there is no Pains in it, it is a 
very ſlight thing. But it may be ſaid of others 


ds is well wrought, here is Labour in this, 


5 zunge Gir, 23 


his Counſel to the Elders at Epheſus, To take led to. 
into the Foy of thy LN: that u into exerlaſting | 


pf Goſpel Miniſters to ſtudy to divide the Word of 
t is their Sin that preach and neglect Study. You 


on the contrary, this is a good piece of Work 
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think it unlawful to ſtudy to declare God's Mind 


ſo as to draw the Ground ef our Faith, and the 
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Idleneſs in the great things of God; and the Con 
cerns of immortal Souls; the Lord hath often re 


fear by too many, ſo that they have not ſufficien 


this is ſubſtantial Work. As there are too few pair 
ful n ſo I fear there are too many Loitert 
cCeoncern d in this glorious Imployment 
13. 56. 10. the Holy Ghoft ſpeaks of ſome Watel ” 

. | ſeeping, loving 10 
- ThisD6Arine refutes the Opinion of thoſe this 


and will contemptuouſly ſpeak” againſt it, as if we 
-were to preach by Inſpiration, as the Prophets and 
Apoſtles of old did. What Tan be a better Confu 
tation of thoſe Men than our Text ? which com 
* 3 mands Miniſters to ſtudy to ſhew themſelve 
Pal. 1, 23. -good Workmen ; and to meditate in God. 
TE ' Law day and night.” To meditate in the 
Law, the revealed Word of God, the Rule of Life 


Comfort of Conſcience ont of the Promiſes 0 


Grace. | x 
3. This affords us a Uſe of Cation: If it be 
Miniſters Duty to ſtudy, then be cantioned againſt 


proved idle Shepherds. There is ſo much precious 
time ſpent in the World and Pleaſures thereof, that, 
there is a very ſmall remnant of the Week left, Nr. 


time to improve the Talent God hath given them 
and what can be expected then but a lean Diſcourſe 
if not a confuſed one, when the Sabbath comes? 
4. This affords a Uſe of Conſolation. If Shame 
will attend them that are lazy and idle in the thing 
of God, then Honour and Praiſe will follow thoſe 


that are true Labourers in the Lord's Vineyard In 


Thoſe that rule wall,” and labour in the. M, 


e 6.17, and Dottrine, art counted worthy. of doubts 
#Thells. We Honor, and, to: be ral Lab very bighty fu : 
their Works oa Labourers: * f 


88 — G. 
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ain ou ſhall -— peace in your own 3 you . 


1 have Praiſe of the Churches, and all Saints; and, 
which is beſt: of all, God's Approbation 
it laſt, Well done good and faithful Servants. 


To what I have aid 1 ſhall add ſome 0 helg ps 
y way of Direction and Inſtruction to thoſe that are 
aclin'd to the Miniſtration of 180 Goſpel. Conſider 
ny whole Method in ſpeaking, 1. To the Penman vf 
be Epiſtle. 2. To the Time a written. 3. The 
Occaſion. 4. The Scope. Not that there will be al- 
rays need upon every Suhject to take notice of theſe 
hings, yet upon ſome Subjects there may be need to 
ake notice of ſome or all of them. 2dly. Conſider 
ow your Text coheres and depends upon what goes 
before it, but ſtand no longer upon it than what may 
make your way plain to the Text: Some have ſpent ſo 
much time upon a Context, that by that time they 
ame to their Text the hour was almoſt gone, tho 
hey did not know whether they ſhould preach in the 
ſame place again. 3dly. Make an exact Diviſion of 
our Text, if your Text calls you to it, for that 
will be profitable in the helping of you to Matter. 
thy. Explain any difficult Terms, but ſpend not 
time needleſly in Explanation, if things are eaſily 
under ſtood without it. -5thly. Raiſe as many Doctrines 
as the Text will allow, and make what good uſe you 
an of every one of them, but inſiſt moſt on the 
hief Scope of the place. Stbly. Vour Doctrine be- 
ins laid down, prove it from the Word of God by 
wo or three Scriptures at moſt; becauſe in the 
onth of two or three Witneſſes every Truth is eſta- 
bliſhed. After you have prov'd it, then lay down 
he Reaſons and Arguments of the Point why and 
rberefore it is ſo. You ſee that my third General 
"WHead is to ſhow what a good Workman is, bat that 
Wont 1 will not come: 5 the handling of, Care 
in 


= Mat. 25. 25. 


53 


* 
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other Uſes, will be moſt naturally handled from your 


Plal. 58. 1. a God that judgeth in the Earth. Now if 


Ans, Chriſt's Counſel to the Jews, Search th: 
John's. 39. Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eter: 


% 


A Sermon for the Improvement 
Doctrine. Some Perſons lay down ſome Props. 
ſitions juſt after their Doctrine; but whatever js 
done in that, may be done in an Uſe of InſtruQion; 
but that is at your liberty, whether you will do it 
in Propoſitions, or an Uſe of Inſtruction. And then, 
what Uſe you make, let it be always natural from 
the Doctrine, and draw as many Inferences from it 
as it will bear; for they are generally very divine 
things. Mark one thing, that all Doctrines will not 
afford the ſame Uſes. There is, (1.) The Uſe o 
Information. (2.) Caution. (3.) Trial and Exami. 
nation. (4.) Refutation. (5.) Inſtruction. (6,) Re. 
prehenſion. (J.) Exhortation, with its Motives and 
Pireckions (8.) Ad miration. (g.) Conſolation. 
Now you muſt conſider which of all theſe, or an 


Doctrine. 

Additional Directions and Inſtructions. 
1ſt. Know ye that the Scriptures are the beſt Ex- 

poſitors of themſelves; no Man, nor no Church can 

explain God's Word better than it doth it ſelf : A; 

fr inſtance, the Pſalmiſt ſaith, There i 


you would know what God is, anothe 


5 1 24. Scripture tells you that God is a Spirit 1c 


Plal. 4. 4 One Text ſaith, Stand in awe, and ſin no t 

Ik̃k you would know what Sin is, anotherſi ti 

1 John 3. 4. . ſaith, Sin is the Tranſgreſſion i N 
Cf oO Ca or 


2dly, Give your ſelves to reading, above all, the 
holy Scriptures. This Counſel Paul gave to his Son 
1 Timothy, Give thy ſelf to reading; it i 


. 
2 
1 

; 4 
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al Life, and they are they which teſtify of Chriſt, who 
\ath brought Salvation; of which Sau. 
on the Prophets of old enquir'd and ſearched ' 1 Pet. 1. 10. 


do ifh;1izently. It was by Books that Daniel Dan. 9. 2. 
hen, inderſtood the end of the ſeventy years 
ronEF-aptivity in Babylon. And always make Conſcience 
mio pray with Solomon, for à wiſe and un- 


lerſtanding Heart, to underſtand the Mind Kings 3:95 
ind Will of God in his Word: and alſo beg for 


e 0 great Humility 3 Pride and Conceit hath overthrown 
m-Wnany a young Preacher. Two things will make us 
Re. truly humble, a true knowledg of our ſelves, our 
anden Fooliſhneſs, Ignorance and Impotency, with 


dur Vileneſs by Nature and Act; and a true know- 
ledg of God in his glorious Perfections, his Wiſe 
dom, Power, Holineſs and Truth. I remember La- 
ther ſaith in ſome place, three things make a Preach» 
er, Meditation, Temptation and Prayer, A good 
Man told me that he had been ten times upon his 
Knees for one Sermon. Sometimes we have Ser- 
Wmons eaſier, and ſometimes with more difficulty: 
but this is our Comfort, that we have always a God 
upon the Throne of Grace, who will help us in a time 
of need that humbly lie before him. 7 


3dly. Let all you deliver be according to the Ana- 
logy of Faith; never interpret one Text ſo as to 
thwart another; abandon all private Opinions, cho 

they are never ſo taking. Peter faith, © 
No Scripture is of any private Interpretation; * ee. 
that is, no particular Scripture differs from the 
whole, or any part of it. No Man, nor no Compa- 
ny of Men, no Church or publick Officers are to 
interpret the Scriptures of their own heads, ace. 
cording to their own Minds, ſo as to make their pri- 
rate ſenſe the ſenſe of tlie Scripture, but to ſeek rhe 


= 4 Sermon for the Improvement - 
meaning of the Word by the Word it ſelf, as we 
ſaid before; the more obſcure places being ex. 
pounded by the more clear. To help you in this, get 


a Book calbd, The Reconciler of the Bible. 


Atbly. Let your Speech be plain, as Paul's was, 
Not with enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, 
1 Cor. 2. 4. but in demonſtration of the Spirit, and of Ml 
1 Tim. 1.8. Power. Uſe ſound Words that tannot be 
condemned. Rhetorical Flouriſhes are like 
painted Glaſs in a Window, that makes a great 
ſhow, but darkens the Light; as ſome School- 
maſters will flouriſh Letters ſo much as few know 
what they are but themſelves. To have more Rhe- 
torick in a Diſcourſe than Logick is condemnable; W*2 
What doth it ſignify to have a Diſh daintily ſet off th 
about the Brims, if no Meat be in it? Be ſire you Mal 
always ſpeak plain to the Capacity of the People; H 
Let us never ſpeak Words we do not underſtand our al 
ſelves, nor they which hear us. The Prophets and Ir 
Apoſtles generally ſpoke in the vulgar and common [2 
Languages which the ordinary People underſtood : Ife 
They did not only ſpeak to the Underſtanding of a" 
King upon the Throne, but to the Underſtanding of WM" 
the meaneſt Subject. 


_ Sthly. Watch againſt vain Tautologies, and repeat- I 
ing the ſame thing over and over in other words, 
unleſs it be when you are more than ordinarily-af- 
fected with What you are upon from the movings of 
God's Spirit, and that is hardly eyer burdenſome to 
the Hearers; for if the Miniſter be affected, generally 
the People are affected; and if the Miniſter be dull, 
generall y the People are dull. Tautologies are ge- 
Herally for want of Matter to fill up an hour, there- 

Fulpit; 


0 


fore be Tuxe yon come well furniſt d into the Pn pit; 
Jou lad better leave than lack: If you ä 


— ww #A tf «> +. MM IQ 


off 8 G. 
ift of Main wist upon a Head or  Particaſer, | 
ou muſt have the more Particulars in your Diſcourſe. f 
dome Perſons if they have leſs than thirty Particu- 
ars in their Sermons, it is too little for an hour, and 
hen they run into vain Repetitions; but others v h 
ave 2 Gift of Enlargement may preach a good Ser- 
on from leſs than half. Therefore every one muſt 
1 God. e to their ter pe Gift r ehem N 
f G | 


6thy. Let us not draw our words: at too ante 
length, becauſe it is not only offenſive to the Ear, but 
ſpends much time, and two words may be ſpoken in 
the time of one: not but that I will give an allowance 
to every Man's natural Faculty; but tis to be feared 
his is often an affected way of ſpeaking. We muſt 
alſo take heed of ſpeaking too quick, for then moſt 
Hearers eannot follow us; and here we muſt alſo 
allow for à natural Infirmity. Perhaps Moſes had an 
Infirmity in his Speech; yet he was God's Miniſter to- 
one of the greateſt Monarchs in the World: 'there= 
fore let the Hearers rather pity than cenſure thoſe 
who have an Impediment in their Speech?” Ws: 
made Mans Mouth 2 Was it not the Lord? And ir 
hath been obſerv'd of ſome who have wanted utte- 
rance; that ie has been abundaintly” made up 1 | 
ina won Judgment. a7 


-7thly.' Let your Carriage and Habit in a kelpibbe 
grave and ſober, let us have no indecent Behaviour, 
nor unesmely Garb. It hath been lamented by many 
to ſee Minifters, who are ſet by God for Enſamples 
to the Flock, with their Hat und Shoulders covered 
with pouder, eſpecially when they enter the gh > : 
were the did Poritans ane, it would greatly 


* ! 5d wt 4 


- X 


trouble thei; anch it hach been z ſchal UiftarbativeTs 
the Minds of of foine pn: Dean, _ 
41 4M \ 4 | Bar * 
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— enter the Pulpit with his gray, hoary and 


well fatisfied with their hoary Head by Nature, 


whole Sentence. How is the End either of preach- 


cried.in the great day of the Feaſt, Joh. 7. 37. and Peter 


_ be e to an ys 


thy. 
if hy. for the Lord s- day before Lee or elſe 


garly Bow Preachers. To ſee an antient Miniſter 


white Head, tis his Honour and Crown of Glory, Ni. 


becauſe natural; but to ſee young or middle-aged 
Men about ſo ſolemn a Work with their pouder'd Wi 
Hair, as if they were gray, hoary and white with 
Age, is not this unſeemly, becauſe not natural bu 
artificial? But a worſe ſight than this is, to ſee aged MW 
Miniſters enter the Pulpit with their Hair pouder'd 
white, doth not this ſignify that they are not ſo 


which God hath given them, ſeeing they ſeem to 
delight to do ſomething may exceed Nature ? Our 
Carriage, Habit and Deportment ſhould be ſuch, 
that we may convince the Conſciences of Me 

that we ſeek God's Glory and their Good. An 
that this may be the better effected, we muſt ſpeak i 
ſo loud as our Auditory may hear 1 us, or elſe both 
the End of Preaching and Hearing is loſt : And to 
be uneven in our, Voice, to be ſometimes very high 
and loud, and then preſently very low, the for- 
mer part of the Sentence may poſſibly be heard by 
moſt or all, but the latter part may not be heard 
by a ſixth part of the People; ſo that they had al- 
moſt as good heard nothing, if they cannot 1 5 the 


A e Pax bheny 


J 

| 
ing or hearing anſwered in this? Iſa. 58, 1. Lift up 
thy Voice like a Trumpet. Chriſt lifted up his Voice, and 
lifted up his Voice, ſtanding with the eleven, Acts 2. 14. 
And take heed of an affected Tone in preaching ; 
let your Voice be natural, or elſe ſound Doaring 


We may be at a loſs, and have very Poor 3 and lean 
Diſcourſes: 


of Miniſterial Gifts. . 2 
Hiſcourſes : It hath been known by Experience, that 
ometimes a whole day hath been ſpent in Study and 
ittle done; tho at other times ( bleſſed be God) 


) 

5 yhen we have been under the Gales of the Spirit, 
erde have done more in two hours. It is ſaid of 
zith Mr. Charnock, that he laboured almoſt all the Week 
but Wn his Study and amongſt his Books, whence he was 
ved Wo well furniſhed on the firſt day. Let the laſt day 

rd of the Week be for the better digeſting your Diſ- 
ſo courſes, and treaſuring them up in your Memory, 


and turning to your beſt Annotators to ſee what 
hey ſay upon the Proofs of every Head, as well as 
pon the Text; and on the Lord's-day before you 
preach, either Forenoon or Afternoon, ſpend one 
en. half hour in running over your Sermon, either as 
"> written in your Study, or as it is laid up in your Me- 
ak Mmory, or as in both: in ſo doing it will be profitable 
th both to Miniſter and People; you will be ready in 
to your Delivery, and be deliver'd from rude'and im- 
7h WI pertinent Expreſſions; this is the Happineſs which 
r- generally doth attend a good Conſideration of what 
y ve deliver: 1 0 | 


L thy. Beg of God with St. Paul for utterance, that 
je Dou may open your Mouth boldly to make - | 

I- known the Myſtery of the Goſpel, Do not del ng. 
Zenter the pulpit with an ignorant, but with an holy 
4 Boldneſs; and as for the want of a holy Boldneſs a 
y Man's Abilities are often hid and darkened, and too 
much ſtraitned, ſo from an ignorant Boldneſs others 


b are too large, and deliver many things very offenſive 
e to a judicious Auditory: And if you would have 
holy Boldneſs, be ſure you carry into the Pulpit with 
vou a good Conſcience, for a guilty Conſcience will 
make a Man hold down his Head, and weaken holy 
Boldneſs, and ſo take off the Life of his Preaching. 


ws ary 
— 


There was the ſame Sacrifice for the Prieſt as for 
PB | | the 
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| the whole Congregation, ' a young Bol. 


Tex. 4 4143. lock, which implies that God expected 
others. 


Period in a whole Oration; they had need of a good 

_ Underſtanding and a ſolid Head, that can carry along 
the ſenſe of 4 Speech of half an hour before they 
come to the Period. Short Periods are better for 
the Miniſter's PE; and the Peoples Were = 
Underſtanding. 7] 


to be brought to prove divine thingy, 
unleſs they may the better convince the Conſcience 
of the Hearer. Upon this account Paul urges: the 
[Teſtimony of Aratus to prove a Divine Being, vix. 
For in him we live, and move, and Ras 
Als 17. 28. being; as certain of your own Poets have 
Jaid, For we are his Offspring. Alſo the Saying of 
. Menander, Evil Communications 
Th ; 5:33, 4 Manners. And Epimenides, even 4 
ite J. 12. £90 
Prophet of their own, ſaid, The Cretians 
are always Liers, evil Beaſts, flow Belles. 1:10 


12thly. Never ſtand too long on the Repetition 
of a former Sermon, ſeven or eight Minutes is as 
much as can be allowed; repeat ſo much as may 
refreſh and help the Me mories of your Hearers, and 
in an orderly way bring them down to where yu 
left them, and there begin afreſh. To take u 
great part of our tinle in Repetition, doth too 
argue the Wage of —_—_ and is not pleaſing: ord 
a nariiy 


more Circumſpeaionand Care from En nine 


roth. Let not your Petiods be too Jong; tho 
ſome have a good Gift of Enlargement, yet it is 
better for the Hearers to have ſhort Periods than 
long. It ſeems in former Ages that they had but ane 


Perkins. ' rrthly. Human Teſtimonies are not if 
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Bub. rily to the Hearer, eſpecially to them that have a 
ctedſgood Memory. Here 1 would be underſtood of our 
rom Wordinary and common way of preaching, for 1 do 
rant that it may ſo fall out ſometimes that a Man 


Tho Wthe Matter be extraordinary weighty, and ſome may 
C15 {deſire the whole Sermon to be preached over again, as 
han the Gentiles did Paul, to preach the ſame 1 
= thing the next Sabbath-day. Acts 13. 42. 


1 3tbly. Entertain your Hearers with variety of Sub- 
jects, ſeeing God's Word affords variety; tho in ſome 
for Wſenſe I cannot preach Chriſt too much, yet if I preach 
ind I ſo as to neglect the preaching up of Duty, I leave 
Nundone a great part of the Work com- 
mitted to my charge: Tho it is our Duty t. 3. 8: 
wot Wto preach Chriſt crucified the Object of a juſtifying 
7s, ¶ faith, yet this muſt not be done in the negle& of 
ce preaching up other Duties, eſpecially the great 
he ¶ Doctrine of Repentance, which was one of the firſt 
. Doctrines Jobn the Baptiſt preach'd, and one of the 
ur firſt which Chriſt preached, and is the firſt men- 
non d of the fix Principles of the Doctrine t. . 
of WW of Chriſt in the ſixth Chapter to the He- — 22 
pt © brews. Moreover, we find Chriſt and his 
4 Apoſtles preach'd the Doctrine of Mortification, and 
us Obedience to the Commands of God, and all Divine 
Virtues, as Love, Foy, Peach, Long-ſuffering, Gentle- 
neſs, Goodneſs, Meekneſs, Temperance, Patience, Know- 
ledg, Godlineſs, Brotberly-Kindneſs, Charity This was 
PauPs Comfort in his laſt days, that he 1 
was clear from the Blood of all Men, for 25. TIM 
be bad not ſhunned to declare the whole Ga1.5.22,23. 
Counſel of God. £1. 2Pet.1.5,6,7. 


- r4thly; If thou haſt much of God's Preſence in 
preaching, be not over + that that S_ 


bans. 
MN 


e 


may have a Call to repeat more than ordinary, as if 
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ſhall do moſt good; and if thou art in a dull frame 
in preaching, ſo long as you preach God's Word, 
do not deſpair of a good Effect; for ſome have ex- 
perienced ſome Sermons bleſt which they thonght Was 
were loſt, and have heard nothiag to their Comfort Ni. 
of that Sermon they expected moſt from, and this 
. is done that no Fleſh might glory in God's MW 
3 Cor. 1. lt. Treſence. F 5 ogt 
15 thy. Let us preach and propheſy according to pla 
the proportion of Faith and Knowledg, NRo 
ſpeak experimentally and feelingly; that NGa 
which comes from the Heart is generally the 
carried to the Heart, then it is we preach ¶ He 
to Edification; and to that end let not your Sermons I ſhe 
in common be very long; it is better to leave the Nr 
People longing than loathing. Get your Hearts ſin- tha 
cerely affected with thoſe things you perſwade others 
to, that your Hearers may ſee that you are in good 
earneſt, and that you deliver nothing to the People Whe 
but what you are willing to practiſe your ſelves, and loc 
venture your Salvation upon. Fig? 


ROM, 12. C. 


1 Cor. 14. 12. 


' 16thly, Take not haſtily other Mens Opinions with- Nor 
out due trial, nor vent your own Conceits, but compare [WGo 
them firſt with the Analogy of Faith and Rules of Ho- Nac 
lineſs, the holy Scriptures, which are the proper Teſts of 
of all Opinions and Doctrines: Meddle with Con- be 
troverſies and doubtful Matters as little as may be Ibu 
in publick Auditories, leſt: you puzzle your Hearers ca 
and hinder their Edification; ãnſiſt on thoſe Points Ini 
that tend to ſound Belief, ſincere Love to God, and Wan 
a holy Converſation ; and it is good for Miniſters to Wis: 
have a Body of Divinity in their Heads and Hearts, Wis 
that they may be able to preach in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon. A worthy Mmiſter-betag'icalt'd: of a ſudden e 
to preach without any previousPreparation, preach'd; r 
. 8 £ . an 
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e an excellent Sermon on the prieſtly Office of Chriſt; 
i, Hand being thank'd by ſome after he had done for his 
= MWeood Diſcourſe, having fo little warning, made this 
t Anſwer, It is good for a Miniſter to nave a Body of 
t Divinity in his Head. Fe 


4 


17th. If you uſe any 7 Metaphor or Similitude, let 
it be always as ſhort as may be convenient, and o 
delivered, that the Matter may be the better ex- 
plain*d by it. Thus the Holy Ghoſt calls Chriſt a 
Rock, | becauſe he defends his Church againlt the 
Gates of Hell: So he is call'd a Lamb, that we may 
the better underſtand his Meekneſs and Uſefulneſs : 

He is calPd a Vine, and his Members Branches, to 
hew that a Believer's Life, Beauty, strength. 
Growth, and Fruitfulneſs is in Chriſt the Vine, and 
that without him they can do einn bt 


18thly. Whenever God i is in a Text, whether it 
be by a Pronoun, he, or him, & or by a Circum- 
locution or Periphrafss, which is the uſing many 
words for one, as.where it is faid, The _ 
Strength of Iſrael will not lie; that is, God; e 
- Wor o hots it be expreſſed plainly by the word Lord, 
e God, Jab, Jehovah, beſure you give the People ſome 
account of the Nature, Properties and Attributes 
s Jof this glorious Being, that he is eternal, without 
beginning and ending, independent, depends on none; 
but all depend upon him, immenſe and infinite, and 
cannot be limited; Omniſcient, and knows all, Om- 
 Moipotent, and can do all; Immutable in his Coonſel 
and Purpoſes, a Soveraign and Supreme Being, who 
| Mis accountable to none, but all ro him. This Counſel . 
is the rather given, becauſe it hath been the Obſer- 
Nation of ſome, that few Miniſters ex plain the word 
| God, Lord or Jebouabh, &c. tho the ward be in their 
{ ret; it is ſuppoſed that 2 from hence, pr 
2 ey 
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they take it for granted, that every body almof 
knows what the meaning of God is, becauſe hej 

very often in our Mouths, when indeed nothing 
known leſs than God is known, and yet nothing more 
neceſſary to be known than God's Nature, Perfection 
and Attributes, becauſe that works Faith and great 
Reverence in the Object. = 


thy. We are often led in Preaching to ſhew the 
Import of a word. The Apoſtle John faith to the 
| Revel, z. 4. Saints in the Revelations, He bath loved us, 
| and waſbed us from our Sins in his Blood. The 
waſhing there imports two things principally z 1. It 
1 imports Guiltineſs and Filthineſs, Condemnation and 
1 Pollution, or elſe what need of waſhing ? 2. Waſh 
{1 ing imports Juſtification and Sanctification, an im. 
puted and imparted Inherent Righteouſneſs ; hence 
ſaith the Apoſtle Paul to the Corinthians, 
1 But you are waſhed, and he tells them af. 
ter what that means, ye are ſanctiſied, ye are juſtified. 
So we are exhorted to ſeek the Lord while be may bt 
found. Theſe words import, 1. That Man hath 
loſt his God. 2. It imports, that tho he hath loſt 
his God, yet God may be found. 3. It imports thath 
no one can help Man to his Favour but God himſelf. 
4. It imports that God is ordinarily found by thoſe 
that ſeek him in his own way. And thus we are led 
often to the Improvement of the Word of God, in 
ſhewing what ſuch and ſuch words import. 


1 Cor. 6. 11, 


pad 0 hong Buy — 


20thly. You that have time, write your Sermons 

in your Study, and think it not enough to write your 

bare Heads, but make ſome Enlargement upon every 

Head, with the Scripture added that proves it, and 

yet have your dependance on God for further En- 
largement in publick. We may ſay in this caſe, as 

we uſe to ſpeak about Salvation, that we ought to 


e „ ac« va ,. Y hw wah 61n >. Aa ct 


live 


of Miniſterial Gifts. 
live ſo holily 28 if we were to be ſavꝰ d by our liring, 
and yet when we have done all, to rely upon Chriſt 


pulpit, and yet when we have done all, to go about 
our Work depending upon God for further Aſſiſtance. 


hardly ever carry a Note into the Pulpit with them. 
The Abilities of our Miniſters being no way inferior 
to thoſe before mention'd, and would quickly ap- 
pear ſo if they were put into Practice and frequently 
uſed, as the others do. Mr. Perkins faith it was 
the Cuſtom in his day for Miniſters to uſe their Me- 
mories, Indeed upon ſome extraordinary occaſion. 


ordinary Miniſtry. 


21tbly, When the Holy Ghoſt deſcends to help 
Mens Capacities in attributing bodily Parts and hu- 
man Affections to God, which are only proper to 
Men, you muſt open and diſplay the Mind of God in 
it, to take Perſons off from any mean and low 


Gcd is ſaid to have a Face, it ſignifies 

the Manifeſtation of himſelf to Angels Job- 4. 24. 
and Men ina way of Favour or Anger: pfl. 27. 8. 
in Eyes being aſerib d to him holds forth 2 Chre. 16.5. 
his perfect knowledg of Perſons and Exod. 18. 6. 
Things; his Hand and Arm ſignifies IIa. 33. 1. 
Omnipotency ; Bowels ſignify his Mercy = 53. 12. 
and moſt ardent Affection: When Feet f. 2 oe 
are attributed to God, it ſignifies his Om- 16, 60. 13, 
nipreſence, together with his Strength  _ 

to cruſh his Enemies: And where the Church is 
call'd the place of his Feet, it is becauſe there he 
exhibits his Grace and Glory as if he walked wot 


and his Righteouſneſs; ſo we ſhould labour in Study, 
a5 if we ſhould have no immediate Aſſiſtance in the 


And it is greatly deſir'd that our Miniſters would do 
as the Scotch, the Dutch, and French Divines, Who 


Notes may be better allowed of than in a Man's 


thoughts of God, who is an Infinite Spirit. When 
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ſo when Sadneſs, Grief of Mind, and 
| ' . Repentance are aſcrib'd to God, it ſig. 
nifies his Diſpleaſure : Tis Man only can properly 
be ſaid to repent, who cannot know the Event of 
things; but it cannot appertain to him 
= 45. 10. who declares the end from the beginning » NN⸗ 
God is ſaid to repent when he doth ſuch things as Ia 
Men do when they repent. When Men repent, Wup 
1. They ceaſe to do what they began to do: And, pe 
2. They are ready to deface and deſtroy what they tri 
have done; God is ſaid to repent, not becauſe his Hof 
Mind is changed. When he is ſaid to ex 
. repent of making Saul King, it is becauſe Itch 
he meant to remove him from the Throne. It is Wit 
Gen. C. 6. (aid he repented that he made the Worid; 
en. ö. o. becauſe his Purpoſe was to deſtroy and | 
deface the preſent Beauty and Excellency of it. WW 


8 


Ifa. 63. 10 


1 Sam. 15.35. 


22thly. The order of words in holy Scripture is W# 
always to be govern'd according to the Analogy II 
of Faith, the Scope of the Place, and Senſe of the We 
Words. We are not to ſtick to the order of Words I 
always, for tho the Apoſtle Paul put the word Wic 
1 Cor. C 11. Sandification before the word Juſtiſica- Wa 

„. tion, yet in order of Nature Juſtification 
is before Sandtification ; and for not allowing this, 
it hath made ſome run into Error. that we are juſti- 
fred becauſe we are ſanctiſied, as if our Sanctification 
procur d our Juſtification ; yet we are ever to retain ſs 
that order of Words, and muſt never part with it, Wt 
where they are according to the Analogy of Faith, I: 
and the Scope of the Place, and the Senſe of the 
. ² w ˙Ü⁰ rn 


92 c 


23thly. In holy Scrip cripture yon will ſometimes and 
that which properly belongs to one Nature in Chriſt 


r t, 27 


is attributed to another by virtue of che perſomal 
1” = | Union 3 


of Miniſterial Gifts. 5 * . 39 


id union; hence it is that the Church is ſaid to be 
g· Nurcbhaſed with the Blood of God; not that of; ka 
ly | God ſimply conſider d hath Blood, for Ihe 42 


eis a Spirit; but it is attributed to God, 
becauſe of the Union of the Human and Divine 
Nature. Moreover, it is ſaid thas the Son of: Man 
1s vas in Heaven, when he was diſcourſing. Joh. ys 

upon Earth: Here that-which was pro- 3: > 
1, per to the Godhead and the Divine 3 is at 
y tributed to the Human Nature, becauſe of the Union 
is Jof the Natures. And things of this nature muſt be 
o Nexplain'd with all the clearneſs imaginable, becauſe 
e the now ledg of 1 it is FO OREN to Man- S; Salya- 
tion. | 


oaks When SEW in the Sacred Record 0 
aid to be actually done, which were not afttally ac- 
compliſned until a long time after, as when it is 
s id, Athlon the Greatits fallen, is fallen; 

/ The Holy.Spirit's putting this in the pre- | Rev. 19. 2. 
> ent time, fignifies the certainty of i fits coming to 
S paſs, as- it it were already done: The ſame we are 
o underſtand of that place where it is Leary 
aid, Unto us a Child is born, and ' unto u Mt: 9; 5 

| ſon ®s given, which was not actually: fulfilled till 
, ſome hundred years after: So we underſtand” the 
aApoſtle John, when he ſaith, He ſaw the 
N ſmal and great. Band: before: Cod, key. 2, 12: 
Jad (they were judged according to their Worbe. The 
oy Ghoft thus ſpeaketh to ſhew the egy of 
the thank, as we ſaid before. reg 131 


4 25th Things *1e>bftenipropoſecha in Scripture 
as if>ſpeaking of Perſans, hen they are aot-Panſous 
poles of, and the Properties of Men;;are-a{Kfibit 
to things without Life. Hence the Heavens, and | 
Exrth;\amd Sea, Oc. are brought in as hearing and 


ſpeak- | 


\ 
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Depth. were alſo troubled : Where he "= of the 


ſcibꝰd to inanimate Creatures, to ſtir up Men to a 


A 


ſpeaking: Here muſt be great care taken to open 
and ſhew the Mind of God in ſuch places. Hear 0 
Heavens (faith the Prophet Iſaiab) and 
= Sp oY give Ear, O Earth; for the Lord bath 
4 ſpoken. Mr. Cary! upon this place ſaith, 
the Holy Ghoſt ſo ſpeaketh, to ſhew that Men were 
wicked above all reaſon, and therefore God appeals 
to the Creature void of Senſe againſt them ; not that 
there is any reaſon in Wickedneſs, but thus we ſay 
concerning all Exceſs. Yea, God tells them, that 
the very unreaſonable Creature, the Ox and Aſs out- 
did them: Thoſe Creatures take notice of, re- 
gard, and ſubmit themſelves to their Maſters-and 
Benetactors; but that was more than Jſ7ael did, 
whom God had nouriſh'd and brought up. So it is 
= ſaid, The Waters ſaw thee, O God, the 
PRI. 77. 16. Water: ſaw thee; they were afraid; the 


— 
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Red Sea's being divided, as if he had ſaid, They 
have experienc'd thee, and felt thy Power. Hence 

itt is ſaid, Let the Floods clap their bands, 
Pal. 98. 8,9. let the Hills ſing. Theſe things are a. 


deſire after the coming of the Lord. So it is ſaid, if 
The Moon ſhall be confounded, or bluſh, 

Ia. 24+ 23. and the Sun ſhall be aſhamed, when the 
Lord of Hoſts ſhall reign in Mount Zion. This inti- 
mates the Light of Divine Grace in the Church ; as 
if he had ſaid, The Glory of the Sun and Moon 
will be nothing if compar'd with the Glory of Zion, 
and him that rules in Zion. So again, The Mountains 
and Hills ſhall break forth before you into 

. 73- ſinging, and all the Trees of the Field ſbal 
clap thee Hands; which ſignifies the ſpiritual Joy in 


ar ya coo x ao WEH 
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| thy. We 


og: we. "muſt: always. account the Sayings of 
che Prophets and Apoſtles to be equally aathentick 
with whatever Chriſt ſpake himſelf, and to have the 
ame Authority over Mens Conſciences, 60 W 
things: had over the Church when God. 
ſpake to Meſes Mauth to Mouth, ex- Numb, is. 8, 
2 where the Apoſtle: Haul faith, Now +: © 
I ſpeak by Permiſſion, not by.Commandment. 1 Cor, 1,16. 
And theſe. Sayings of the holy Prophets 
land Apoſtles ought to be oel 1 they 
ſpate 46 they were moyed 

And hence it is that Gt Bach, 2 Pet. 1. al. 

- that heareth his Apoſtles and Mini- Luke r Ley: 6. 

niſters heareth him, and he that deſpiſeth 


em deſpiſetb bim. And why, is this? net B= 


| muſt always account. tl : 
| phets and A poſtles babe the An N a 


cauſe. they ſpake by; the Spirit ef Chriſt. It is 
ſaid, that the old World that was pi 

drowned was diſobedient to ;thg Spirit of 15 5 1 
Coriſt which qreaeb' wntothem : but chat is 
no other way tobe vnd erſtaod, than hy their relectios 
of che Doctrine of Moa, which he, proochied, by 
the afliftance of zhe Spipit of Chriſt; ſo that wg 
the; Sayings: of che Pro- 


Cbriſt {poke to 15 mediakal. 0 
27. Sometimes things are 4 ;n the Serip⸗ 
tare mere darkly lat firſt, hich are afterwards in 
the ame; Sentence manifeſtly explain'd, here! i 
is aid, ; Lot unto the Rock ꝓbeure ye were us 
— the hale of the Rit mhenge - 19 T4. 
Newer dere E. The words; fellowing: explain. the 
bo rt that: bare: , :$9# 7 Tis 6 25 1 
know that in me, that 1s, in my e 
10 vow thing © * No * thing in * 


aA 


= 4 Seri for deer : 
| explain d by thoſe words, not in my Fleſh, So when 


| Rom. 11. 8. 


and darkly, as too many do, which partly ariſes from 
the weakneſs of Mens Parts, and ſometimes from 


0 
: 
{ 
i 
in its ow nature ſhall: de delivered: 3 and 
< 
} 
| 


\ 


BB 11S 1nd, God hath given Men the Fpiri 
of ſlumber, it is afterwards en d 1 2 Ho 
«I Eyes to fee, nor Ears to ok et 


28. Let al your Diſcourſes by! like Elibws,. oh 
ſiithethat bis Lips ſhould utter "_ 
10 33. 3. clearly. Paul tells us, He had rather ſpeak 
1 Cor. 14.15. five words in the Church with bis Under- 
ſtanding, that his. Vvice might teach other; 
alſo, than ten theuſand words in an unknown Tongue: 
Except ye utter with the Tongue things calc 
Ver. 9. to be underſtood, hom ſhall it be known what 
1,41. is ſpoken? for he ſhall: ſpeak in the Ay, 
Ver. 15. Who can ſay Amen to wha 1 ſpeak ? if they 
100 underſtand it not, I ſhall be unto him ; 
doſe I ſpeak a Barbarian.” Tho this be ſpoken by 
Paul in reference to the Interpretation of unknown 
Tongues, yet it will hold here, becauſe he that 
ſpeaks unintelligibly | in his own Tongue, it is as if 
he ſpake Hebrew and Greek' to one that could never 
read. We muſt not deliver any Sentence cloudily 


affecting to ſpeak in a lofty Stile that they may be 
. the more admired, and therefore darben l 
ob 38. 2. Counſel with words without Knowledg. As I 
it is no ſign of mean Parts and Abilities when all © 
Perſon can bring down the Knowledg of the deepeſt 
things in Divinity to the underſtanding of the mean- 

eſt 2 S0 it is no Argument of extraordi- 
nary Parts, hen a Sentence thit is plain and eaſy 


darkly ; and tering that the uttering of things plain- 
* is a Gift from d, we ought to tie at the'T hrone 

f Gets for it; BE NU et monk 
e BF mon it boon 0A v4 „ own or 
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19. en, 15 118 ers Scriptures 0 ous has 
fajd,. when, another, thing 1s to be underſtood 
therwaſe than the Jitgral Interpretation ſnews; this 
he Apoſtle Pat calls an Allegory : He who was of the 
Bondmpman Hagar was. born after the Fleſh; 8 F 
[ut be who, was of the Freewoman was by 2 4 _ 
romiſe s Which things, (ſaith he), are an s 
Neg. Then be tells us what the ſpiricual meaning 
Is, fer theſe are the two Covenants,; theſe two. Thmacl: 
and Iſaac bgnify the two Coycnants, viz, the Co- 
renanp of Works, and the Covenant of Grace; 
Iſaac. AS; Whmac) xepreſcnting all converted and un- 
li, converted Perſons. The Book of. Salomon's s Song is 

500 Neenerally allegorical, and mult be ungeritood other- 
viſe than as literally expreſs d z for, dhe ſweet Con- 
by Mfcrence between Chriſt and his Church is ſer down in 
vn hol Rente en PIPE betas A and W . 


30. "Thoſe, mords;i ln. holy. WII kit that are empha⸗ 
tical are to be Spe ex] Dreſe'd. with that ear-" 
neſt, and intent manner of meal 45 the nature of. 
the thing calls, for, or elſe the Glory, Profit, and 
Affection in, that, word will be Toft; s when it is 
laid, God ſp loved the "ld, that be . . 1 15 

his only. begotten Son, &c. 15 Emp Je 3. 778 
lies it the word Se, and if you repeat this word 9 
2 twice, ox.thrice e 99 ſutable Affecti- 


on, it, may raiſe the- Aﬀections, 65 your Hearers to. 
arn 


- LA advantage 5 ink Mr. k N 
e £0 this purpoſe, 0 little 7915 Hh, Net. W. 
7 ineffa the 5 1 $o, this unparalleld So 
And 90 55 is ad, g 80 1 even our . pfal. 6 
Od hel ſs 17 14,4 for mine ae a d 
ö 


1 


„ iin 21. 
:mphatically,... and a 5 
Ss 21 0 * 2 1 Nad 


2 $ 


1125 2 mine ate will I da it.: : EY : 
4 8 qs, 1 abu. and even for or mine oh pz 


A erh , . 


Ins 


* Z OO) tr — IR * N * 
. 


Rom,” 12. 1. mans to preſent. has Bodies a 1785 80. 
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rais'd Affection. Again, where the Holy Ghoſt lays 


down any Word with ar Accent, we muſt fo [ 5 


it in our Teaching, or elfe the deſign of that; Pa 
is nor anſiver'd, as where, jt is Jad, Wha Bath' | 
5 given to him, und it © all be recompog'd td 
Rom. oe * 2.97 him again ? Good old M r. Rom Hear thir. 
ty years ago, ſaith upon this place ths The Accent 
(faith he) lies in this word: 1155 J Id bath"firſ 
given to him? Here you muſt I. your Voce and 
Plainly accent the word, that the 915 may the 
better know the ſenſe: 2 ' bath fir firſt given #0 04? 
No Man can give firſt to God. to oblige him to Fan 
but God gjverh'rs Man firſt, tooblige the Creature th 
His Creator hence it follows, For of him, and trol 
_ 01.36. him, and to bim ate all 5 5 5. 10 e be 
1 * len for ever. Te. ene Hanks 
. Sotetimel the Scriptire 1 Mebtlons bit mt Phet 
of a Perſon or Thing, yh: it intends the W hole, 
. BR - 1 where The 1 Sts exhotrs the Fo- 


ctifice, "HE Tho he mentions pat te Body, Jet he 
intends the whole Man, conſiſting ef Souf and Bod 
: So where the wiſe Man fpœaks of f 

ror. 1: 1s wicked that their Feet rum 75 ; by 
this the whole Life" and Converfation is: et 


. 


So on the ae, 'the Whole of 4 Man of. ae 


often mention d w en it intends bor 10 WER 
r riſt faid to the Thief on | oe 


Hintz. This ddy ſpalt they be with zee "if 
He ſpentions the whole Man, $68) nd Bod 


TOUT no more than the Scuf. 1 enh its fl 
>} that Adam was taker! 
h 8 20 


Out of jt w thdu Men ( 
e God bye 295 Sop! into 
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None is put for a very a, 7 . 
repented bum of his ee 100 —— Jes TOE? 
r. Nlaſtiag is put” for à Long time, as hari 
ne cal Friefthood nine — een Fit 
ff Wwbich was fo conti than dne coming o 
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of 4 thing for the Effect; as; 3 3 
gere el Fu) t ort, dat is, the Pu. 5 5245. 


y which was taken fr 
Mary 1 5 
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the Efret, Funiſnment. 2. Contrary, to thus, ſomes 


Ad" td Rebrera, 700 Nations are in th 2999 
Pin; that is. che Füther ef ring Ne Sen. 8 88. 
tons, £01} the - Father the Kaen a 75 


the Bet of the Covent dee fom 11 
f ines en e : et No 
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niltert due to chem? The Cauſe ter, St is Pot for” 
times th Effect! is put for the Ca ſe, ax when it was 
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| bed as much; for upon their eee the Threat. 


will . of the Evil that I thought to do unto them. 


Grace of God in ide moſt ample manner, 5 uſe. 


1551 and eternal weight of Glory. „Here ( 


25 a upon Hyperbole; one W uld have thought it 
enough if he had ſaid an Lan weight of Glory, 


to Timothy, admiring the free Grace of God in 


a one as I who hated him, and perſecuted him in his, 
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any Condition at 1 wa yet. this: muſt be 
ood canditionally, e Event ſigni. 


ma) 
inc 
im 
ning was made void. This, is further {trengthen'd.by jor 
F of the Prophet Jeremiah, who, faith, 4 

PE what inſtant 1 all, ſpeal concerning 4 
re 18. 778. Nation, and concerning a K ingdoin, to pluck 
5 ne, down, and to deſtroy it: If that Nation 
againſt whom ] have pronounced, turn ns their Evil, 1, 


n 


2 The Holy Ghoſt to.exalt. nd, fer. forth the 


of that Figure which ſome call an. Hyperbole, no Man 
had. more of theſe, than Pau. To encourage the 
eig Church of Corinth, he tells them, that then 
522 light "Afliions, which were but for 4; mo- 
> mens, did work "for them 4 far move exceeds 
{zh Mr. , Leigh 
s Annotations on the New Teſtament ) is H- 


gd: 


hut he adds, 4 far more What can be more, than Te 
eternal Glory? but he ſtops not heres, but goes on S0 
With a far more exceeding and eternal w . Wy Glory. Nof 
This ſnews the great Tranſport of zoltle's. IG 
Mind, when he, was thinking and ſpeaking, of the Pr 
Objects of the. inviſible World, So when hein 
ma Sc 
4 Ferfecutor # Preacher, he tells 5 that the Sing 
Tim. 1.1, O God was exceeding abundant with Faith 
aud Love, which is in Chriſt; Jeſus. It was 
exceeding abundant, as if he ſhould ſay. it was, over- 
full, redundant, more than enough, ſuper abundant; 


and this was diſcover'd in Faith and — that ſuch 


2 Mg i This, 
may 


er qualy, believe in him, Ao eve hi 


- of Minifteviat Gifer,), \ We 
may well be. call'd nnaccountableLove. ; For be came 
into the Worid to. ſave me one of the c hiefeſt of 
inners. Nom when ſuch' things as theſe are men- 
jon'd in publick, they ought to be done with ſuch 
ſtable Affection as the nature of the thing nc”. 


When the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of "Pee 
hag {even or eight times in one Chapter, and ex- 
horts the Church of Corinth to de ſire and 1 Cor. 13.39. 
covet to propheſy,” and tells them they may Jer. il 
all propheſy one by one; we are not to uns Ver. 391 31. 
derſtand it of extraordinary Propheſy in a ſtrict and 
proper ſenſe, as the foretelling of tllings to come, 


underſtand ir as an Office to the Church, hut as à Git 
from God to interpret and expound the holy y Serip- 
tures; for it is not probable that the, A poſtle Wauld 
exhort the whole Church to be Officers Moreover, 


; > 


the word Prepheſy. is not 110 0 00:8. forctelling 


to conſiſt in Exhortation, nich lagdikes'/ 1 Con. 14. $ 
a ſtirring up to Duty and ſometimes in the New 
Teſtament for beſeeching, entreating, comforting. 
Same are called in Scripture- ſenſe Prophets by way 
of reſemblance; as the Scripture in general, and che 
Goſpel in particular is call'd a Word ef 


Proph 5 vet a gr * Potts of it et not 
intend fut 
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ureſt Divinity b Was ihe” 49'S fie 5 Yar 
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A Sermon for the Improvement 


N dlan by Nature. 1 K . 
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N viaſſtams; ver. 12. che words are theſe, - Giving thank 
+unso. the” Father, who bath malle ds meet to be parta bers q 
the Iubrritancr of the Saints in light. From theſe word 
:L.colle& ſeven or eight Obſervations. he ict 
| Doctrine is taken from the Subject, made ul meet. 


Do. 1. That it is matter of vonder that ſucb; react 
1 Who. are made meet for Glory 2/1 
once 8 Perſecutor, and val .Cojoſhats, who once; fer vl 
other Gods, 2 God OO ma. 1 got fer Heavn 

8 1 4 e. 155 | | 


4 The fend: a I coll, is from the Ste 9 


| I 
7 eas as; wa” a: ls EE 7 


bos. 2. May by Nature js altogether unmeet 72 He 5 
ven. If Man bad been mees,' the Spirit would tu 
have j aid, He bath made us meet. 


a 8 <4 ef 


Py * a 


Tran, From Man' 8 lmpotency, I chte ye; 5 


Do. 3. No Aan can make bimſelf meet for the . 
e len, > if _ ms * Wee not deen en "- 
Goa di 1 


7 ;Bonrtlily; Econ the an torn wor 
of this Meetneſs, Lna ce. 


1 


— 


Dog. 4. That it is G alone can mate Men meet + 
1 etefnal Inbernance. Top | 8 00 3 
> UID) UL vo TRUOHE: 7: 4 


ny, 1 bbſerve from the Flite de Name 644 5 
. 5. Ta there is an Inheruance trepar'd for th 


rY o 4 Ns Fa * * 3 
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A Anh, From he ldd, al meet. 


* 22 
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if Miniſterial Gi. e 49. 
Seventhly, From the Adjunkt, Saints in light. 


Do. 7 Tat the Souls of Believers in their ſefarate/ 
ate fan their Bodies, are in an Inhtvitance i in ER. 3 


1 Wil 1 


irf . „e 
"MI fighthly, From the Duty aud e Obligation of che 
Whject to the Odject, I note, | 


Not. 8. That it is the Duty of all bo are made ef 
Vor Heaven, to give Thanks to the F ather. Mask 
one thing, tho it be ſaid, that we ſhould ; give Thanks: 
to the Father, yet that doth not exclude tbe Son, nor the 
Holy G boſt, but it it to the Father a5 the Fountain of 
Grace, to. the Son as the Procurer of e to oe m_ 
Spirit as the Applier of Grace. | 


Ml Every Doctrine is to be handled acordlüg B is 
win bear; ſome afford more Matter, others et 
much, and proper Uſes are to be N eacli 
Doctrine. : 

36. 1 would W onde fow Books td 
the Conlideration eſpecially of thoſe inclin'd | to the 
Miniſtry. ,* .. 

Pools, the Dutch and Diodat?” 8 Anndtitiel, chen 
Job, Mr. Charnock s two Volumes, Mr. Perkins s Works; 
Roberts's Key, Leigh's Body of Divinity, Wir 
Dictionary, Mr. Burroughs's Works, Dr. Sibbs' 8 Worksz 
Or. Rayuolds s Works, Dr. Preſton's Works; Book of 
; Mblattyrs, Ames Marrow of Divinity Groſſt's Fiery 

Pilar of Heavenly Truth, Dr. Owen dn the Ttinity; 
Bates's Harmony, Cole on 80 vereie wy” Books of the 
Scotch Divines, Durbam on the Canticles, Ten Com- 
nandments, Revelations, Iſa. 53. ap; of Scandal; Dick: 
n on the Pſalms, Maktbem, and I think on the Epi- 


Ml files; Hurcheſon on the minos Prophets, and Jph's 

; Goſpel, Oc. Calvin's Inſtitutions, Ur/aniu Catechiſm; 

bes Wes n on the Penrattuch, | Platt 
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A, Clark's Examples, Plutarch's Morals, Seneca) 
He lin's Co Colmography, Boyle*s Stile of Scripture; 


| which may be uſed in ſome reſpects as a Common: 


1. . appears from a ſpecial Inſtitution of God, 


th 


"i 7 * 


and | Cds . Eraſmus on the New Teſtament, Tombs 


0 vunſel vo. the 


Works, Dr. Willet's Works, Bp Uſher's, Body of 
Divinity, Newman's Concordance, Roberts's My ltery 
and Wow of the Bible, the Ark of the Covenant 
opened, Dr. Du-veil his literal Explanation of the 


Morals, Pliny's Natural Hiſtory, Euſebius,. Joſephus 


4 Logick, ATR and Delannt's Rhetorick 
And thoſe who are not skill'd in the Latin Tongue, 
for the underſtanding of Words make uſe of 
r. Coless Latin and Engliſh Dictionaries. What 
oks you buy, get the beſt Tables to them you can 


lace Book: And a good Common- place Book of a 
Man's 'S.OWN making will be very N in A a Study, 


A 0 1 Aer APO 


* 7. 3» * 
8 


"as ee V. TY to the C hanger 


ET the neceſlity of a Gofpd-Miniſtry lie with 
weight upon your Hearts; that there is fach 1 


Who is ſaid to have ſet or conſtituted Teachen 
1 a 12.28. in bis Church, atid has given them to her a 
Epheſ. 4. 11. a part of her Dowry: Theſe are ſent forth 
— 4: 24. by the Lord of the Harveſt ;, who 155 
Col J. 17. Sireth Paſtors to the Church; the Mini 
Adds 20.28. ſtry is received of the Lord, and it is the 
i Holy Ghoſt that maketh them Overſeers 
Now that Which God hath inſtituted and Appolntes 
in his Church ought to be accounted neceſſary, and 
therefore a Goſpel Miniſtry ought to be fo been 
2. The Titles given to Miniſters import Ser [ces 0 
abſolute neceſſity, which the Scripture- calls by -ma- 
Names, but not intending. any prehenit get i 
ice : — are card Elders to 1 gif their Gri- 


vity -- 


: > oh. : ** BY”y 9 7 


C e 4 C —_ 


ity, decent and reverend Behaviour ; 
t other times Biſhops, Overſeers, Wikeh. 
becauſe their Work is to take the 


Alſo Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 


ent from God to 


ceſſary: They are to proclaim Remi ſſion 
/ Sins in Chriſt's Name, to preſs the Do- 
arine of Repenance from dead Works, and 
Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; they are to 
1 g good tidings to the meet, turning Men 
| 5. Darkneſs to Light, o/ eakin ng a word in 


|; Faith - The word 


Sometimes Angels, Ambaſſadors, Perſons 
publiſh Peace: More- 
over, they are calbd Planters and Builders 5 
all which Metaphorical Expreſſions i _— 
port Services of abſolute neceſſity; ' therefore let 
every Church lock to it, that ſuch Officers be con: 
tinued in the Church. 3. There are neceſſary Ordi- 
nances to be adminiſtred in the Church of 
the end of the World, therefore Miniſters are ne- 


Acts 13. | 
Heb. 6. 3 | 


ſeaſon to the wean dying the Body of Cbriſt, 
and perfefting the Saints, nouriſhing Men in the wards of 
of Reconciliation Is committed to 
them, the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, and the Lord? 
Supper, all theſe are neceſſary in the Church, an- 


8 
Acts 20. 28. 
Heb! 13. 1 th 


orerſizht of the Church, and watch for their "'s S0 
hey are alſo call'd Paſtors, becauſe they are ro 50 
the Flock with the Words of eternal Life: 


Chriſt till 


Rom. 10. 15. 


Iſa. 30. 4. 


Eph. 4. 11, 14. 
2 Cor. 5. 20. 


therefore all Churches ought to imitatę the Apoſtles, 


who took a ſpecial care for a ſtanding 
Church; hence they took care to ordain 


i 7imothy to commit the things be bad heard 
Bl of bini to faithful Men, who ſhould be able 
to teach others alſo : And Paul tells Titus, 


left N thee in Crete, .that Toy, et of 


ar 7 in ever City, ev Helly 4 1 b. 
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iniſtry in che 


Elders in every Church - So Paul exhorted Acts 14. 25. 
2 Tim. 2. 2. | 
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hold a true Worthip;? 2 


dial. 2. 7. 
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2 pet. 3. 16. 


Eph. 4.20, zl 
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Counſel to 4 85 


Shall (as one ſaith) tke Babylonians hay 
their Caldeans, the Perſi ans their 2 5 


e 


"IT Romans their Pontifices, Augurs and Flamines, per. 
ons ſeparated to uphold a falſe Worſhip ; and ſhal 
not the Church of God have their Miniſters to up 


2. Let the Churches be cautioned for the Honour 
of God; the Glory of the Caule in their hands, an 
the good of oh own Souls, againſt calling to Office 
an ignorant, unlearned, unexperienc'd Perſon : Th 
Prieſt's Lips ſpould preſerve Knowleag, ani 
they ſhall ſeek the Law at his Mouth. Paſtor, 
are to feed the People with Knowledg and Under. 
ſtanding; Paul tells the Epheſians when they come ty 

read bis Writings, they ſhould underſtang 
ret 3. 4+ his Knowledg in the Myſteries of Chriſt 

Fe 15-14% When the blind lead the blind, they both fal 


3 King. 12.31 into the Pitch. It was Jeroboanvs Sin tos ter 


makę ſome of the loweſt of the People „ Ch 


But When! ſay, beware of calling unlearned Men, II tet 


mean ſuch unlearned as Peter {peaks of. 
who wreſt the Scriptures ta their own De. th 


5 ſtruſtion. Peter did not mean by unlearned Men, Men #f 


who wanted human Learning; for then, as one ſaith, U 
he myſt of neceſſity condemn himſelf ; for he was 4. 


Adds 4. Man in the ſenſe of the great Council 


that wanted this Learning, fo that he lu 


muſt l oF. that blame which he lays ppon others: l 


Bur to be learned in Peter's ſenſe, was to be taught m 

God as the Truth is in Jeſus, and by th: 
1 Cor, 2. 10 Spirit to underſtand. the deep things of God; V 
| and through à ſaying knowledg of Chriſt * 
to be well eſtabliſh'd; in oppoſition to thoſe unſtable I h 
Ones he ſpeaks of: They muſt be Men zealous for L 


_ the Glory of God, ſenſible of the'Iritereſt of Souls, (| 
dem plary to the Flock, 5 to ſpeak 8 Y 


 Chirches Ti CY 2 


eaſe to 1 a Man his u Yai: 3- 2» 
o convince Gainſayers, and to uſe found _ 54 
eech which cannot be condemned. Thus 9 5 1 9 
his Teaching is to be Divine Teaching. — 2. 8, 
The Holy Ghoſt came down vpon tze 
Apoſtles in the day of Pentecoſt to fit them Ads 2-132,3 
for this glorious Work. That Un&tion 
and Divine Anointing which may make a Perſon a 
true Believer, may not be ſufficient to make him a 
Miniſter. The Holy Ghoſt is call'd the 2: 
Promiſe of the Father, not only as to make ade 1. 4, 
perſons Believers, but to make them Miniſters, by a 
Divine Power from on high, that they may be the ber- 
ter able to be Witneſſes for Chriſt, and ſerve his 
Church. *Tis not enough to have the Thummim of In- 
tegrity, but we muſt alſo have the Vrim of Knowledg, 

3. This leads me to a word of Exhortation, that all 
the Churches may take great care to chooſe Paſtors 
after God's own Heart: And here I ſhall open the 
Qualifications belonging to that Office, mentioned by 
Paul to Timothy and Titus. 

(I.) He a be 'blameleſs ; not abſo- - 
lutely without Sin, for that is proper a- nga 
lone to the Triumphant Church; but he IF 
muſt be ſuch a one as hath no notable Blemiſh or 
ſcandalous Offence in his Life, leſt his Miniſt rial 
Work ſhould want ſucceſs; for ĩt ĩs neceſſary that he 
who requires Innocence in others ſhould Ps it in 
himſelf. Who will give Credit to that Man "whoſe 
Doctrine and Life do not harmonize? 

(2.) The Husband of one Wife, becauſe” Chaſtity b 
Very, 9 in an Elder; it ĩs not abſolutely 
TE | neceſſary 


a lover of Poligamy, i. e. to have more Wives than 


+4 4 , : 2 — 
* 1 
1 92 


390 _ to he 


. he ſhould be a * Mau, by 
he im ſo, he muſt be the Husband of 
meaning of the Apoſtle is, he muſt not 15 


Eee 


Wite: 


one at a time, as many of the Jews and Etbnicks of 
the Eaſtern Nations for this is contrary to the In. 
ſtitution of Marriage: This alſo includes ſuch who 
had put away their Wives for very flight things, and 
taken others, which the Jews often did from the 
hardneſs of their Hearts, tho utterly forbidden, by 
Chriſt, except in the caſe of Adultery, _ 
*(3- by Vigilant and Watchful. One that dili gently 
attends his Flock, being prudent and circumipet, 


that will not be long abſent from them, nor ſluggiſh 


when with them, leſt the Foxes Take the Sheep be- 
fore the Shepherd be aware. 
(4-) M a good Behaviour. I hat i is, of a comely 


and decent Behaviour in Countenance, Gate, Speech, 


no proud Perſon that deſpiſeth Ger paß one that 


is moroſe, who cannot accommodate himſelf. to o- 
thers, moderate in all his Actions, as oppoſed to 
Diſtemper and Giddineſs. 


(5). Given to , Hoſpitality, a Lover of it: It i is not 
enough that he be kind at home, but expreſs his Love 
to Strangers, eſpecially. Miniſters who may be ig 
Diſtreſs, and all others where need is: He ought to 
be an Example i in all Offices of Kindneſs and Cbari- 
ty; and that this Qualification may not be uſeleſs, it 
is the Duty of all Churches (if able) ſo to furniſk 
their ? * as it may be anſwered. _ 

G Aft to teach. To this end he muſt be firſt 
un thed with the knowledg of the Myſteries 


of God himſelf, and Fen ready to communicate to 


others -the Knowledg h e recęeiv d from God. His 
Teachin t e e . and hi b ſwelling 


5 7 — ira Merkle | thoſe things that 
6% Not 


Churches f Crit £7 
(4:3 Net! given to Wint, i. ec a temperate 
or one chat loves te fit by che Wine Wende 
Evening, day by day, tho he may not drink tothe 10 
2 bis Reafon'; he 9ſt be one that ſets himſelf an 
lam ple of Mortification' to ſenſual Delights 
8.) No Striker; i.e. one that uſes no Vi 
one eber aber Strife and Contention; be 85 
ler, one that cannot by reaſdn of Paſſion" a = 
Hands off from thoſe thar: provoke him. 

{9.) Wot pretdy of filthy Lucre, but dete ing alen 
inſt and oy ays bf ” peapintrag Riches; not one 
iy that profeſles 'Godlineſs for Gain“ fake, or that loves 
0. Mony with an inordinate Love; thut is not liable toa 
in unt ſuſpicion of undertaking his Charge from a\Prin- 
* 8 of Covetouſneſs, bur deſirts the Office for the 
| of Chriſt, and the good of the Souls of Men. 
(0. No Briwler, but one of 2 dulet peocenble 
b Moon, e 1 
7 65 Patient ode That is EI ready: ſometimes 
"il to Nepal from His c n Hght of Profit and Honour 
e in the Cborch and World: for Peace. fakes not apt 
„Je be angry, but peaceable. est 
o (12.) Nit cooitius - Not a Lover of 'Silvet. Te 

Archbiſhop of Ants is a terrible Example Ieof Co N. | 
vetouſneſs, who in deriſion <all'd the poor  Peo 
Mice; and Tuſſering ere ne time of Sebrolty de Be. 
riſh like Mice with Hiitizer, by: ehe juſt fachemen of 
God was itivaded* By Mice, und ing ts his Tower 
on'the River RUM for Reſtor, was purfued y rhea 
and devoted. K ee 3 

(13.) One oO — zii bn Nase, 2 7 bis 
Children in ll SilbjedFin, who are williog te br thy 
the Yoke + let Hinbe one who hath: given Expeti- 
ment by the ES, his oWn'Fathily,” che gde, 
that he is capable fo f govern the Chih, Which rde 
greater. 4 V# 2*Q * 1 Pn. '& E er 

6•4. Wor mie, i. e. Not a young Plant, or 
Scholar | 


56 nase to . 7 


Scholar in Chriſt's School, wanting Experience ql jol 
God: himſelf, and the Wiles of Satan; this is. get 
meant of one young in Years, hut faith. Tana 
was young in years when he was ordained Elder of'thel 
Churchat Epheſis, hut not young in Grace: A; Perſon 
ung in point of years, may have more Knoy. 
9 d Ex perience than ſome Gray - headed Chriſti 
Ans. 0 perſon that is raw, and green, and not wel 
eſtabliſh'd in Religion, ſhould be admitted to this 
Honour, leſt this great Dignity. tempt him to Pride, 
en bring the ſame upon him as fell upon Satan. 
(it 5.) He muſt baue a good Report af tboſe wbo an 
pitbont, left he fall into Reproach, and the Snare of t 
Devil: He muſt be of good Report among then] 
who are without the Pale of the Church, becauſe 
the Glory of God is much concern d in the Reputz- 
tion of ſuch Perſons, that they may not be re. 
proach d for their former infamous Life, and ſp cauſ: 
him to fall into ſome Temptation, either of Revenge 
and: Hatred, undue Anger, or. Paſſion, or elſe to 
make him cowardly and baſhful in the diſcharge of 
his Duty, and ſo remove that holy Boldneſs neceſſa. 
ry to is Function. Paul to. Titus ſpeaks of one 
45 } Qualification more, He muſt not be ſelf- 
Tir, 1. 7. will d, ſtubborn, confident, one that 
pleaſes himſelf in his own Mind, and will bare his 
ou way Neto, wrong, come what will. 15 
4. Let the Churches be exhorted to go to "the 
Lord of the. Harveſt to beſeech him that he woule 
ſend more Labourers into his . Harveſt: 
dars. 37735. What abundance of able Miniſters, hath 
God removed out of this City thoſe thirty years 
laſt paſt? and it is well if the Churches can ſay that 
their places are all filld up: Pra -hard that. God 
would lend Foſhud's,and Eliſha's in the room of; {OP 
ve $ and Fe" which he e liath removed. . 
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q. Gire that Honour and Reſpect to your e 
1 Paſtors that God allows; God accounts 1 
honourable: place. If Fübnour is td be Heb 
given 10 a King, who is a Protector 8.6. 
of the Bochy, ſhall tliey be denied it that watch fob 
Mens Souls? is the Apoſtle's Counſel to the Church 
at Tbefaloniva, to nom them which labia © © 
e you und are aver you in the Lord; 1 Theff. f. 
his ad ddmoniſp pon # h tu eſteem em 1243 
de — ly: 4 ay their Works fake. Rei un. ii | 
. the Elders ( faith ' Pant) that rule well, ble 
arc counted worthy of double Honour, eſpecially they who. 122 
au bour in thi; Mord and Dutfrine. 5 (faith he) obey 
ther: who have tbe Rude over you, an > th 21S} 
oe Dor. fewer riot that they are Lords uutr Rep. 1: % 17% 
God's' Heyitage, to be rul'd in a Lordi Cf 889515 
way, and by Force and Rigor, ſeeing they ate à vo- 
My People, and to begoreri'd: with their o 
Co ene, a 21 Lil 
6. Blefs God for thoſe Faithful Miniſters he hails 
ing you ; take heed you do not fin them away and 
the Goſpel together; provoke not God th nd 4 F 
mine of the Mord, and remove tlie Ooſpei 
from Eugtund and Landon, a he did from) | 08 8,2; 
Jeruſalem, and the Chureties ini Au uf it. 27% 650 
Arien; even chere where the Goſpel id vince gi 
riouſly ſhihe, thelt vety! places are Bverſprusd With 
Heat Hñeniſtni and Mahofaetanifin, Pray that th Ward 
5 Hase 7er! bon „ and may run and. "i... * 
te gute in the sihnerb Converſiony and rhef, 
Saints Perfecton. God hdth-promiſed 2d take” away 
the. Hrart of Staus, und give” a Heat fi": Fael. Dor 
Fl; but (faith hey for theſe thing: 36 255 
vil bo agg ht Auto by. 1% Honſt of Mal, nn 
the- CHurdh of Göd. And if we find che Womb of 
Cotiverſiva fuch ſuut up; fat che Anh ie ſer; a 
part 4 day — Ta ang 
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56 5 Cause! to he 
Scholar in Chriſt's School, wanting. Experience 0 
God- himſelf, and the Wiles of Satan; this is not 
meant of one young in Years, hut Faith, Timoth 
was young in years when he was ordained Eld: er of the 
Churchat Epbeſs, but not young in Grace: A Perſon 
Joung in point of years, may have more Knoy. 
ledg and Experience than ſome Gray - headed Chriſti 
Ans. No Perſon that is raw, and green, and not well 
eſtabliſh'd in Religion, ſhould be admitted to this 
Honour, leſt this great Dignity tempt. him to Pride, MW? 
and ſo bring the ſame upon him as fell upon Satan. td 
(t 5.) He muſt. baue a good Report af thoſe who an cc 
ber; left be fall into Reproach,, and the Snare of tbr be 
Devil: He muſt be of good Report among them t. 
who are without the pale of the Church, becauſe MW! 
the Glory of God is much concern d in the Reputa. 6 
tion of ſuch perſons, that they may not be re. # 
proach d for their former infamous Life, and ſo cauſe l. 
him to fall into ſome Temptation, either of Revenge C 
and Hatred, undue Anger, or. Paſſion, or elſe to 
make him cowardiy and baſhful in the diſcharge ol 8 
his Duty, and ſo remove that holy Boldneſs neceſſa- tl 
ry ro- is Function. Paul to. Titus ſpeaks of one 
Qualification more, Ie muſt not be ſelf- 
Tit, 4. 7. will d, ſtubborn, confident, one that 
pleaſes himſelf in his own Mind, and will have. his 


on way right or ene come what will. 4 
4. Let the Churches be exhorted to % ta 40 
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4225 of the Harveſt to beſeech him that he would n 
2 ſend more Labourers into his Harveſt: be 
Mat-8.37238- What abundance of able Miniſters. hath 8 
God removed out of this City thoſe thirty years #1 
laſt paſt? and it is well if the Churches can ſay that F 
their places are all. filld up: Pray hard that God ſb » 
Would ſend Foſhud's,and Eliſha's in the room of; fa tl 
5 as $ and FO which he * removed. G 


Py 
al © 


* * - 
1 3 : 4 2 1 * Ew FP 
| ; 2 a Cine 

% 4 4 ; 


Churabes of Chriſt. F - 


5. Give that Honour and Reſpect to your Miniſters 
"+ Paſtors. that God allows; God accounts it Nr 
konourable- place. If Honour is 1b be nich . 
giren to a King, who is a Protector 5.4. 
of the Body, ſhail tliey be denied it that wateh for 
Mens Souls? is the Apoſtle's Counſel to the Church 
at ITbeſſaloniba, to know them which labour © © 
among you, and are over you in the Lord; Theff. $ 
and ddwnoniſh yon: And to; efteem them i, * 
very highly for their Works fake.” Rei x Tim. s 17 
the Elders' (ſaith Puni) that rule well, be 
counted worthy of double Honour, eſperiall they who las 
bow in the Mord and Duttrine. S (faith be) obey 
them who have tbe Rude over you, ant gubmit ti 
your ſebves -' not that they are Lords vr 1 13.1 
God's Heritage, to be rubd in a Lordly 
way, and by Force and Rigor, ſeeing th ates vo⸗ 
luntary People, and to brgoreri'd: with their nas 
Conſent, '- 
6. Blefs God for thoſe faithful Miniſters he bath 
5 — you ; take heed you do not fin them away and 
the Gdſſ pel together; Rr not Got th ſend a Fad 
mine of the Mord, and remove the Goſpel! ' 
from Eugtund and London, a he did from * 1 ut 
Jrraſalehs, and the Churches ini Ai ff] 209 
Africa, even there where the Goſpel tid vine glo- 
riouſly ſhihe, tholt vey: ere are Bverſpruad Witlt 
Heatheniſtn and Mahoſnetanifm, Pray that the Ward 
n hade fret cou ſe, aud may run l * 
be ginriſied in the Si er>Converſionyand : ff rhef. gu. 
Saints Perfection. — promiſed 2d take abc 
the Fleavt 'of Stan, and gibe a Heatt of") 84 
Fleſu; but (faith he) for theſe thing: ack, $6.26 
mil be-ſought uhto by. tho Honſe of Hrael; 3 
tlie CHurch of Gd. And if we find che Whit of 
Cotiverſiva Huch fiat up far the-Clux4h>00 ſer 4. 
part Fr of * upon That decodit;; und 
B70 ; | l o 


to pray that a Door of Faith may be open. 
. 85 — ſpeak by Experience = . 
hath own'd this Practice. Beg for greater degrees 
of his holy Spirit to be paur'd upon your: Miniſters, 
that God would give them a double Portion, that 
„they may every way anſwer their honou- 
dur. 5-73 rable Titles, Who are call d the Salt of 
= 14>” the Earth, andthe Light of the World, 
7. Be exhorted ever more to maintain, and not 

loſe that bleſſed Ordinance of Ordination, and cal- 
ling thoſe to Office who are fit for it : Some have been 
Probationers all their days; and it is matter of La- 
mentation, that ſome Churches have imploy'd Per. 
ſons in Preaching and adminiſtring Ordinances ten or 
twenty years; tho fitly,qualified, and yet never call'd 
them to Office. And tho in my Epiſtle I have prov'd 
the lawfulneſs, yea and the neceſlity of preaching 
in ordinary before Ordination, yet I did never in- 
tend by that to deſtroy a Goſpel-Ordinance, viz, 
a ſolemn Ordination to Office: Tho it is moſt true 
that the Holy Ghoſt makes Men Overſeers of the 
Church, and that Gifts and Graces are from Chriſt 
(which is his internal Call) yet he ought to have 
an external Call by the Church, to ordain him to 
Office: The inward Calb doth enable him to act in 
that Station, the outward Call doth enable him to 
att regularly: Tho a Goſpel-Miniſter | hath Autho- 
rity and Right, being qualified by Chriſt, to act, 
yet he hath not a full formal Authority to act in a 
Church, but as by them call'd and ordain'd unto it. 
We ought to have a Zeal far all the Commands of 
God, why ſtiould not we be as careful in this matter 


* as the Apoſtles, who: ordainꝰd Elders in 
Tit. 1. , «very Church2. And Pau exhorts Titus to 
r ardain Elders in every City. We ſee by this 


it was the Apoſtles judgment and great Care that 
Every, Shurch haye an EIder; This is 2s * . 
GT | {4 YY OTC 
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0 Charchingf Cini. 1 
Word of God, and e practistd as there is occa- 
hon, as. Baptiſm, and 5 the ecke s Supper 'Þ and there · 
fore this, looks; ſeverely upon all: T1818 6 hurches who 

he alloy; which is the 
great reaſon « of "the Teattering, of the Flock... .. - 

' Ever ri retain and never. part with that Rite and 
ceremony in Ordination of Impoſition of Hands, 
with, Fray r, on the 0 ordained. Some think 
that the Ceremony of . laying, on of n 
Hands may be omitted. Sometimes we. . 15 
mult be tied to Example in the leaſt, Geſture, tho not 
preſcrib'd, and yet Men preſume, to 0 Peale, in a Cir- 
cumſtance expreſiy preſerib d. 1 115 f. 's 
was ordain d by laying on of Hades end. Tit. 1.5. 
enjoin d by Paul to lay Hands on others 
in their Ordination. This hath been the ordinary 
way of the Ordination of Miniſters in the Church 
of God. Thus were the ſeven Deacons in tho 
Church at Jeruſalem ordain d. So of Pau FR ' 
and Barnabas it is ſaid, When the Church 1 85 ” 
had faſted and pray d, and laid their Hanas 725 
en tem, they ſent then away to 25 being calbd 
ff God to that Work. Tis a ie of Dr. Seaman, 
Kc When Iconſi der (ſaith: he) how uniform and accu- 

rate the Apoſtles were in obſerving Impoſition of 
. « Hands in the matter of Ordination, and have na 

* Inſtance or Example of doing it any, otherwiſe ; 
„ I judg it ſinful, for any. Who defixe dine Officeof a 
« Miniſter to refuſe it, And ſcandal. us in any Chorch 
8 wilfully to turn it aſitle. And 15 rer o 
ands be not 0 n'd in the 145, Chapter o "the 


Ads, where it is aid they. ordain” 928 Elders in eve= 
Y City, yet: we ought to 1 5 they were ordaig'd 


10 laying. on of Hands, becauſe We find: in eee | 


ces of.Script re it be r Practice of 
Apoſtles. = 52 f 8 2 88 5 Mini ers 
ad Deaco a @ l Scriptures: Fs ich © 
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ſpeak more bererklly and e of Any mattet, 
are always to be govern'd by thoſe that ſpeak of the 
fame thighs Werde efinitely; er lainly and 
fully: as when Eh | in Likes. 20. faith; Ext ed be yt 
Poor, for yours'is the Ni F Gbd; This ee 
word Poor is not to be underſtood of all Poor, be. 
cauſe: there are ſome poor very wicked; therefon 
to de underſtood by a Text mote amp e, full and 
plain, as Mar. 5. 3. Bleſſed are the poor : Spirit, 50 
in Lukes. 21. "Bleſſed are” ye: that hunger wu for ? 
Hall be filed: this is - be dpaverned Sn FE: tobe 
according to Mat. 5 ed are they whit h do hun. 


ger and thirſt after eb efs.' So in TE manner 
Where Impoſition of Hands is not "mearts 14 in Or- 
dination, as ABs 1 4. 23. it is to be govern” by thoſe 
Scriptures which ſpeak of the ſame thing in 4 more 
full and plain manner; As 6. G. Chap.”13. 3, 
Y op f 14. Chap. 5, 22, in all which | places Impo 
ſition of Hands is mention'd 1 in 0¹ [ditation of Elder 


and Deacons: - 
_ Moreover, Perfons were ſet apart to Eccleſſ aft 
cal Service, and had Office-Power confer'd upon 
them under the Old Teſtament by the Ceremony of 


Laying on of Hands: For tis expreſſy faid by God 
to Moſes, that he ſhould la 2 his Hands on Foſhug, 


Numb. 27. 18. and that the Children of Iſrael ſhoyld 


hay their Hands upon the Levites as they ſtood before! 


the Fabernacle of the Congregation, Numb. $: 9. 
And to ſuppoſe that the Apoftles did praftifethi 
Ceremon without God's Approbation, were to make 
them guilty. of Will-wor! 115 Hut "whereas tis ob- 
ed, that becauſe extraor nary ihe oo not 55 
__ that IS as in he 'A Potts e there- 
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"FE i Becavſe the Holy Gboſte doth, not ow ow 

hile- we are preaching upon ' our Heaters oY 
miraculous manner, as It did ue n Cornelius 'and OY 
Houſhold while Peter preached, $ it IG. 
void? Moreover, Ba —_ mu cxaſe t too, uſe i 
is not 'miraculouſ} donfirced as it was at Solty 
Baptiſm, when hp 10% Ghoſt came down up 
in ne, e i n Dore, and a Voice from Ah. | 


manded, tho ſuch extraordinary cas d: not fol: 
ow; then from the ſame Argument; 8 on 
Hands muſt continue, unleſs yon 1 ſupp the the Apbftics 
Z ity of Wilk-worſhip, as we 125 before. 
Fhis Rite and Ceremony of [ olition of Hands 
imports, 1. A Dedication, and eyoting th 
fon to the Office of a Paſtor and facred Im open 
2. Jo let them know that the Hand of God is yh 
them in all that they do in his Name, aud 5 2 
thority, to guide, ftrengthen and protect them. 


3. And tmploring the Gifts; eſa F, ProteGiong 
and Cuſtody of the Holy Spirit äpbh them in „ 


Souls of other s. 
9. Finally, be exkorted that? as your: 3 5 


take care of your Souls, you ;waulc take care. 
their Bodies and 7 — 92 The mee 9 
watches over 25 Hoc + i5 doth <3 
_ Wu e bead 'to Saks 
vou 4 
* OTE ot 
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is my 23 Son, in whom f An, mel 
fee If it be find; thoſe mot remain decauſe com- 


8 


plentiful manner, a8 being to take bare of Ro the 1 


10 ounſel to . 


God's Command in feeding their MY Muſt be 
e oblig'd to 2 * Chriſt for the Flock's Hikes and 
all 


Nes to err for their HE ogg yea it is an 
Four to your Lord and Maſter, and the Cauſe 
hich- you own. We are exhorted to honour God 
- Pi with our Subſtance, and God hath added 
for. 3-9, 10 this Promiſe, /o ſhall thy Barns be filled 
with, Plenty; not that it is expected where it is not to 
be had ; no, there the Miniſter muſt be free himſelf 
to help the needy, if he be able. But where God 
bath bleſs'd any with the things of this World, it is 
their Duty to give him part of their Temporals, who 
giveth them of his- Spirituals: This is the way to 
thrive in Soul and Body. Where the People kept 
| back their Tithes, God 1 them that they robbed 
n bim; and to encourage them in their Du- 
5 2 LY ty, he. promiſes to: open the Windows, of 
4 Heaven, and to pour out a Bleſſing, that 
there ſhould not be room enough to receive it ; And 5 this 
Law be ceas d, as we ſaid before, yet the Morality 
and Equity of it will never ceaſe. And ſo the Bleſ- 
fing may be expected as Perſons are found in their 
Duty; and it is obſery'd that thoſe. are the. wok 
thriving and flouriſhing Churches. in 1 and Coun- 
try, that make Conſcience to provide ' honoujably, 
or their Miniſters., See how the Apoſtl e arggeth 
5 tdchis Foint, No Aan goe into be mY, 

8 117125 Cong ub the Nation's. an he: 
** ue 8 
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d no of the, 
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be mut ⁊ led when he treadeth out the Corn; 


how much more ſhould they be provided Deut. 25. 4. 


for who tread out the Corn, and break the Bread of 


Eternal Life? Shall the Plowman plough in hope, and be 
Threſher be partałer of his hope, and ſhall not he that 
miniſters about the holy things live of the things 
of the Temple; and they that attend vn-the Altar, 
partake of the Altar? If therefore we. miniſter 10 


jou Spiritual Things, is it a great thing if we reap_ 
your Carnal 2 Moreover, you know not what Temp- 


cations a Man and his Family, his Wife and Children 
may be under, in the neglect of your Duty; it may 
cauſe the Children to have hard thoughts of the 
Ways and people of God, and ſet them againſt the 
Truth if great care be not taken. Lay them not 
under Temptation by ſuffering them to run into 
Debt, that will be no Honour to you, nor Comfort 
to him. It is the moſt diſhonourable thing in the 
World to let Miniſters run into Debt, becauſe 
of this the Goſpel may want that ſucceſs that other- 
wiſe it might have; it takes Men of tender Con- 
ſciences off from that holy Boldneſs which ther 

ought to have in preſſing Moral Duties: Perhaps he 
may have Abilities to get the things of the World 
as well as others, and ſa might lay up for his Chil- 
dren; but his Hands being bound, and his Time 
taken up in better things, it is a pity the Children 
of Miniſters ſhould be ſlighted, when their Father 
lays put his Time and Strength for the good of the 
Congregation. Thus I have thought meet to-ſtir 
you up by putting you in remembrance: of thoſe 
Düties you are oblig d unto as you are the Churches | 
of Ebriſt. Let this Counſel be accepted from him 
who, if his Heart deceive him not, deſires, . 
calPd rhereunto, that he may be e ow. fs 
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Churches of Clriſ. < 
and Meat to feed him. Hath God taken care * © 
the unreaſonable Creature, that the Os ſbould tt 


- 
„ os. 
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Coanſel, &c. 
52 pon the . and Service of 'the 
Churches Faith For, if Chriſt laid down 
bis Life for us who were Enemies, ſurely 
we ought to lay down our Lives for the Brethren; 
eſpecially when it hath a tendency. to ſtrengthen 
mh Faith, and "_ them formard to e! b 
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BO o K S printed for ant fold by William and Joſeph Marſhall az 


the Bible in Newgate-ſtreet, which may be an Addition to the 
other Books uſeful for Study. 


Yo 0 L's Synopſes Criticorum, in five Volumes, on the Hol 
Bible. 

Pod $ynopſh. s Criticorum on the New Teſtament in : Latin, in 
two large Volumes in Folio, with an Index: There is a ſmall 
number yet to fell of them, Mr, Poo! printed above the com- 

Lets, to {ell it alone for young Scholars, with an Index, 
ar very cheap: Both Volumes in Quires for 1 J. and both bound 
aud lerter d on the Back for 11. 107. 

Sofpel Myſteries unveil'd, or an Expoſition of all the Parables, 
aud many expreſs Similitudes contain d in the four Evangeliſts, 
by our Lord and Saviour jeſus Chriſt. Wherein alſ6 ma- 
ay things are Doctrinally handled and Prattically improv d by 
Way of Application. By Benjamin Keach. 

An Inquiry into the true Nature, Power and communion of 
Evangelical Churches; with the true Nature of a Goſpel- -Charch, 


A its Government, wherein theſe - Particulars are diſtinfly 
Handled; 1. The Subject matter of the Church. 2. The Form, 


Cauſe . Fl 8 Church. 3. The Policy, Rule and Diſci- 

Bee! The Officers, 5. The Duty of Paſtors. 6. The 

of Teachers. 7. The Rule, or of Ruling Elders. 8. The 

Natars of Church-Policy. © 9. Of Dedcons. 10. Of Excommu- 
nitation. 11. Of Communion of Churches. Price 3. 

- Med a rome job Dion on the Glory of Chriſt in his Perſon, 

ce, with che difference between Fairh and Sight; N 

1 being the Application of the foregpinę 

d to Untonverted Sintiets. 2. Unto, 


. 12 


n and f obtainiks freſh Erbes: 
donn Parts bound together. Price 2 5, 6d. 


